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FaithWalk
Choose the way you should go

SUNDAY SLUMBER
Beating the Sunday Blues to Worship God in the Beauty of Holiness
‘O, the sweet, sweet, Sunday slumber
Vast, unmeasured, boundless bliss.
Like a mighty, drowsy lion
Lies the blood bought child of God!
Sunday morning!
t‘s sheer bliss to a slumbering saint. To dream of a peaceful shore, where the waves plant smacking
kisses on the sunny beach and birds heartily singing their anthem to the creator.
―Get up, get up‖ a woman‘s voice jolts the saint out of his deep slumber.
―We are going to be late for church again! You always delay us‖.
―What? Its Sunday morning!‖ grouses the sleepy husband. ―I was having a sweet dream about rowing
my little boat to a blue lagoon where I could fish all day long with my buddies and relax under the
shade of a coconut tree‖. ―You and your sweet dreams. Do it in church if you want. But get up and get
ready fast. I don‘t want to slink down the aisle trying to avoid people‘s glare.‖
O, boy its Sunday!
Sunday again??!!
Good morning LORD, or Good Lord morning!
To be, or not to be. That is the question haunting this saint on a Sunday morning. There is an
expression in the West, TGIF- Thank God, Its Friday! But how many Christians thank God it
is Sunday? In the postmodern Christian world, values are changing and it is changing Christians as
well. A decade ago, on an average 75% of the professing Christians attended the church. Today, that
is below 50% and steadily going down. Work pressure which includes over work, night shifts, weekend
work etc. are sapping the energy of today‘s Christians and its effect on the family is palpable. Some
don‘t even get the Sunday off.
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Sunday Slumber

Or when they are off, they are completely

What does the Scripture say in

switched off either to sleep or seek escape in

Lord‘s Day?

some form of leisure. But what about the rest of

1. Once a Week Corporate Worship

us who don‘t face a similar stress level? How

is Non-negotiable.

regular are we in the House of God? Aren‘t we
more regular to movie houses, restaurants,
shopping malls than the House of God?

regards to the

“If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath, And doing what you please on my holy
day, If you call Sabbath a delight and the
Lord’s holy day honorable, And if you honor
it by not going your own way and not doing
as you please Or speaking idle words, then
you will find your joy in the Lord, And I will
cause you to ride on the high places of the
land and feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob”. THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HAS
SPOKEN- Is 58.13-14
How many of us use the ruse ‗O, I was kind of

How prepared do we come to meet with the King
of kings and the Lord of lords? How particular
are we to be punctual to the House of
worship? Dare we go late for an appointment
with a Governor or the Chief Functionary of a
government? We will forfeit our right to meet
such a person if we are tardy. Yet what shocking
disregard we display in worshipping God!!

tired. We had visitors... Just slept through, our
office organized a cricket match or we had a
party‖ etc.
During a recent visit to Qatar and UAE, I saw
such earnestness and discipline in all, and even
among the Indian community to participate in
corporate worship despite challenging work
situations. Why? Their life depended on it. They
had no props they could lean on- no family or
friends to help them when in trouble.
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Sunday Slumber
Most of them were alone there in a some-

Demonetization, Swatch Bharat, GST are exam-

what hostile environment. For them it was

ples of good ideas that produced bad results.

God and God alone. We need to mentally

Every idea and goal must be clearly defined,

posture ourselves in the same way to honor

thought

God on the Lord‘s Day.

cuted. Abraham holds a candle for us as to how

through,

and

diligently

exe-

to satisfy God in worship (Gen.18).

2. Recognize That Neglect of
Corporate Worship is an Inborn
Tendency for Adam’s race.

- Welcomes God with a posture of deep reverence
and humility- v2
- Invites God home to offer Him refreshment and rest -

“And let us consider how we may spur

vs 3-5

(encourage) one another on toward love and

- Hurries himself, Sarah, and the servants in order to

good deeds. LET US NOT GIVE UP MEETING

serve God on time - vs 2, 6-7

TOGETHER, AS SOME ARE IN THE HABIT OF

- Offers choice food and then waits on God, standing

DOING, but let us encourage one another-

in reverent worship- v8

and all the more as you see the Day
approaching - Heb. 10.24-25
Even in the early church late coming and irregular participation in worship was a problem.
Result: many were backsliding when problems or
persecution arose.

Hence, the letter to the

Hebrews. Therefore, we need to watch out for
ourselves and others that we don‘t stumble in the
race and also cause others to stumble.
3. Only a Fool Proof Planning and Prepa-

-A satisfied God delights Abraham with the most cherished dream of his life, Isaac - v12
In addition, worship also involves coming prepared

to

minister

to

the

people

God. Lev.16:16 says no one should enter the
presence of God empty handed. ―For the eyes of
the Lord range throughout the earth to
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him‖- 2Chron.16.9
- Ps. Raju Thomas

ration for Can Save us from Drifting into
Neglect.

Humor

―We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do
not drift away. . . How shall we escape if we
ignore such a great salvation?” -Heb.2:1&3a
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PEOPLE CONNECTIONS
*

*
*
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*

* Adapted from “Role of Cells” by John Kuriakose with thanks
<Blessed Undri People Connections
Leaders Joy Stephen & Sheena and
daughter Shefali with people from different
nations belonging to ONE Body of Christ.
Romario from Brazil, Tanaya Hudson from
USA and her husband Nitin Ghadi serving
the LORD and his people.

<Joyous “Open” People Connections
BT Kawade Road
Leaders Sasha & Sam and daughter
Shanelle with young working people
constitute this connection.
Meet together for Spiritual nourishment from
the Word of God.
Fellowship, preparing and sharing a meal
together.
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CHURCH FATHER SERIES

Gregory of Nazianzus (AD 329-390)
He presided over the First Ecumenical
Council of Constantinople in 381 AD in
which the creed that we commonly call
the Nicene Creed was adopted as the
confession of faith.
Gregory‘s teaching was so profound
and accurate that he earned the title
as ―Gregory the theologian.‖

regory was born near Nazianzus
southwest of Cappadocia in the heartland of what is now Turkey. His parents
were wealthy land-owners. He was
home schooled at first by his uncle
Amphylokhios but went on to study
rhetoric and philosophy first in Nazianzus then Caesarea, Alexandria and
lastly Athens. Basil the Great was his
classmate in Athens along with Flavius
Claudius Julianus who later became
Roman Emperor from AD 361 to 363.
Gregory contested the Arian heresy
which denied the divinity of Christ.
Along with Basil he withstood the arguments of accomplished Arian theologians. There was at that time a great
need of teachers who would expound
the true doctrine of the Church with
clarity and depth. Gregory, who admirably met these requirements, was
made the bishop of the small town of
Nazianzus.
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Gregory‘s theological contributions were
mainly in the area of pneumatology—that is
the theology concerning the nature of
the Holy Spirit. Gregory was recognized
as one of the greatest orators in the
history of the church. The five great
theological discourses delivered at
Constantinople in the course of the year
380 earned him the title earlier mentioned. He was made Bishop of
Constantine by emperor Theodosius in
the same year.
Here is a passage from one of his
Orations:
IV. Yesterday I was crucified with Him;
today I am glorified with Him; yesterday
I died with Him; today I am quickened
with Him; yesterday I was buried with
Him; today I rise with Him. But let
us offer to Him Who suffered and rose
again for us— you will think perhaps
that I am going to say gold, or silver, or
woven work or transparent and costly
stones, the mere passing material of
earth, that remains here below, and is
for the most part always possessed by
bad men, slaves of the world and of
the Prince of the world.
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CHURCH FATHER SERIES

Let us offer ourselves, the possession most
precious to God, and most fitting; let us give
back to the Image what is made after
the Image. Let us recognize our Dignity; let
us honour our Archetype; let us know the
power of the Mystery, and for
what Christ died.

Gregory‘s position as bishop of Constantinople was seen as
canonically
illegitimate by Egyptian and Macedonian
bishops. Rather than create
factions within the church he decided to
resign his office.
"Let me be as the Prophet Jonah! I was
responsible for the storm, but I would sacrifice myself for the salvation of the ship.
Seize me and throw me ... I was not happy
when I ascended the throne, and gladly
would I descend it."

The council was surprised by his resignation. In a dramatic speech he requested the emperor
Theodosius to
be released from his responsibilities, to
which the
latter agreed. Appearing
once more before the Council he delivered his final address—recorded in
Oration 42. He returned to the Cappadocia as bishop of Nazianzus. Here he
composed autobiographical poem De
Vita Sua. Here is an extract:

nally, stood in the ranks of the good, is
of course of no great moment. They
were brutish and earthbound. The
dread and raging torrent is ourselves.
Ours, I must say it with tears, is the
disruptive force. We sit, not worthily on
our high thrones, leaders of the people,
teachers of virtue, whose task it is to
nourish souls with heavenly food. But
we ourselves are famine struck: we are
physicians of sickness but corpses
ourselves, reeking with numberless
diseases. We are supposed to be
guides over precipitous routes, but we
have never travelled the routes and do
not travel them now. To evade such
guides is the briefest way and surest
precept of salvation. Their very
elevation is their impeachment. The
sanctuary molds not their lives but their
pretensions.
De vita sua, 20-39

By 383 his health had declined and
spent six years in peaceful retirement.
He died on January 25th, 390. Gregory
was a lover of the truth and that affection led him all the way with Christ..‖All
who love the truth recognize that what I
say is true." John 18:37
- Jose Joseph

Everything has melted away, even with
the passage of time the good. Little or
nothing now is left. After a place has
been churned up by heavy rains only
pebbles are left behind. The plight of all
those people who never, even origi-
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he PFCC Nepali Church held its first
service in Peter and Sarah Gaikwad‘s
cottage opposite Usha nursing home.
The people who came to the first service
were contacts of Sheila Shetty.

In 2005, my wife Philomina and I were
invited to assume the leadership of the
Nepali Church. came to Pune with a vision to
reach out to the Nepali community and bring
them to a relationship with Christ so that they
would in turn as disciples reach out members of their own community. At that time the
church was small in size but with continued
prayer and gospel sharing, it began to grow
in size.

Right now it has two services on Sunday
and Monday every week. There are
―people connections‖ house groups in 11
different parts of the city and these are
led by faithful cell leaders. Sunday
school every Sunday right after a
combined time of worship. Around 63
children regularly attend the Sunday
school and enjoy it. The ladies fellowship
happens once a month where they
gather together to pray and learn from
each other followed by a fellowship
meal.
Youth meet every Saturday at 8:30
am and Sunday and Monday right after
the church at 5:30pm.

Theological training by extension happening every Friday and Saturday evening and also on Monday morning with
three different groups keeping in view to
build the leadership in the Church .
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Every first Tuesday of the month there is
a 24 hrs. Chain prayer and a whole night
prayer once in 6 months.

God is working through the ministry of
the Church to touch lives and change
them. There has been tremendous transformation in the lives of the people as
they walk with the Lord.
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The church is committed to reach out
the community in other parts of the country
as well. Recently the Nepali Church have
been in the process of planting a church in
Goa. Please pray for a committed couple
who could lead the church in Goa.

- Ps. Pradip Bajracharya
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN (PFCC ENGLISH) AT MUKTI-MISSION

The Sunday School children together with their teachers visited Pandita Ramabai‘s Home
for destitute women and girls at Khedgaon on 23rd of September 2017. They were able to
interact with the children and the women there and get a glipse of how the Love of Christ
has transformed the lives of so many.

HELP FOR “MISSION TO THE BLIND”
PFCC organized a drive to collect clothes and shoes
for the ―Mission to the Blind‖ on 8th October 2017.
We also made a cash donation of Rs.30,000/- to the
Mission.
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LATUR MISSION TRIP
Ps. Raju Thomas and Ps. Suhas Bahlerao visited the church in Udgir on 9th –11th
October 2017, Latur district and adjoining villages to encourage Pastor Ashok Sone
and Ps. Vijaykumar in their mission work there.

Every Sunday Pastor Vijay and his flock of 50 members meet at this place.



At another village approximately 100 people attended after walking 2-3 kilometers
inspite of torrential rains and thunder.

Pray for Ps. Ashok as he has many challenges with an ailing father who is
bed-ridden and lack of proper means of transport.

PRAY FOR UDGIR, LATUR

UDGIR FORT

October 2017

Page 11

WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 9595262841

www.pfccindia.org

The Poona Faith Community Church
“Connecting people to God through Gospel proclamation & making them disciples of Christ.”
&
“Connecting people to one-another into loving communities of true worshippers across India
and beyond.”

This Bulletin is for Private Circulation Only
For queries contact: Shalini +91-7030456560 or Jose +91-9960275221
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