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DIVINE STEWARDSHIP
{The parable of the talents }
Matthew 25:14-18

It is pretty obvious that this
parable is intended to teach
us and instruct us during the
time of ―Waiting‖ for the
Choose the way Master’s return. Clearly one
you should go can see the parallels here:
we are waiting for the return
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question of the parable is:
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what do the ―talents‖
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represent? The talents are something that is God's
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property, not ours, but is distributed to each of us
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Christians, on the basis of the natural abilities we have.
It is something we can risk, but not for our sake, but for
the Lord.
We look for opportunities to put our gifts to work. Who
of us has not talked about the "lucky breaks" we have
had in order to give us a chance and showcase our
abilities. Those ―lucky breaks‖ as we call them, are God
-given opportunities. WE cannot engineer them because
many times we experience what we call "bad
breaks" (opportunities that have slipped through our
―Every flower that
fingers). Therefore it is apparent that these
bloomed had to go
opportunities do not belong to us, but are God's
through a lot of dirt
property. They are given to us.
to get there‖
Are we willing to invest our life and risk the loss of
something we want in order that God may have something he wants?
THIS IS THE TEST.
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DIVINE STEWARDSHIP
Questions like: ―Should I take Tuesday evenings to teach a Bible class
that will make demands on my life in terms of giving of myself to
preach the Gospel or should I go on spending my Tuesday evenings
―hanging out‖ with my friends?‖
I do not imply that shopping and being with friends are wrong, but the
question is ―How shall I invest my time? The questions we face can be
a moral one: ―Should I yield to this situation where I can indulge my
passions and be a man-pleaser, or should I be faithful to what the Bible
teaches me on sexual matters and resist the temptation and honour
Jesus?‖ This again is the kind of opportunity, a talent that the Lord is
talking about.
Matt 25: 19 – 21 tells us that a time of accounting MUST come. The
first man made a 100% return on the opportunities (talents) given to
him. It means that he put the kingdom of God and His righteousness
FIRST in his life. He risked himself. He took the chance that he might
never have the power, influence or the prominence that he could have
had, but instead he deliberately invested his life to give God what he
wanted. And as a result: He won 5 more talents. (The 1st talents were
opportunities to use natural gifts for Christ’s sake) the 2nd set of
talents must also be opportunities but on a higher level – a spiritual
level. The use of spiritual gifts is given
without exception to each and every
Christian.
Matt 25:22-23 tells us that the second
man gained 2 talents. But this too is a
100% return. He is not as gifted as the
other man but was equally committed
and faithful. He too used his God given
opportunities to the full, risked himself
for the cause of the Lord and Jesus said
to him:‖ well done good and faithful
servant........enter the joy of your
master‖. There is NO difference to what
was said to the man of 5 talents.
- Continued
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DIVINE STEWARDSHIP
Matt 25: 24-31 is about the man who was given one talent. Some feel that the
master was too harsh with the man with the one talent who at least saw that the
master got back what he had given him. But Jesus’ answer made it clear that if
there is no increase and no growth in our lives then there is no reason to exist!
The man who was given the one thought it was too little so he man buried it,
putting it out of sight. He did not want to look at it or face the demands of that
opportunity, so he rejected it. Then he had a little speech ready to justify his
actions. It looks like he rehearsed it many times! This is what he meant:
―It’s all your fault actually. I knew that you are a hard, grasping man who expects
others to do your work for you while you reap all the benefits. This is
unreasonable. I have got exactly what you gave me. Here it is. We are even‖. The
master does not argue or debate. He answers: "You wicked and slothful servant! You
knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? In
other words: ―If you thought I was that kind of man then surely you would know
that not to invest the talent would not be pleasing to me. If you really wanted to
be the servant you call yourself then you would have invested the money and let me
have the interest when I returned.‖
We are the salt in the community. We cannot be content with having a way to
heaven and let the rest of the world go to hell. What do we do with our
opportunities? Are we ready to risk something for Jesus Christ’s sake? We have
reached the time when God is shaking us down, when we have to be real. We must
be what God says we are and what we claim to be. We are in need of the commitment of time, effort and prayers. We need to be salt to arrest corruption. We need
to put to work the gifts of the Spirit. Thank God for everyone who has been doing
this. Many are waking up and beginning to discover the excitement of living as God
intended life to be lived and not wasting it on merely material ends. Are you
waiting for his return? Well then, are you ready to risk for His Name’s sake?
- Patricia James

October 2015

Page 3

Lord let my heart abound richly in the Truth,
That my mind from worldliness be renewed,
In your sanctuary of grace
May I always find my place,
That my doing might be pleasing unto you...............
May honesty and humility be my sure gait,
As I strive diligently to serve, on God I wait,
Drawing from the God of peace
Holiness in me increase,
For everything I purpose in my heart to do..............
So let this world of greed have no part in me,
From it’s tempting lust and cravings set me free,
Through your Word and Word alone
Let me serve as Christ has shown,
A servitude of Godliness, holy and true............
So when I’ve done as is your bidding,
And my race is run.....
May I hear my Saviour calling,
Good and Faithful servant, “Come”!
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DIVINE STEWARDSHIP & THE GOSPEL
As a practicing lawyer Lee Kaun Yew
was a member of the legislative
council in the British ruled colony of
Singapore in early 1950s.He challenged
the governing structure of the country
and as a radical became the secretary
general of his own party the People’s
Action Party. In June 1959 Lee led his
party to victory to become the prime
minister of an independent Singapore.
His main concerns were urban renewal,
public housing, greater rights for
women, educational reform and
industrialization. Singapore had meager natural resources. He attempted to
work out a merger with Malaysia which had more resources.
The newly created Federation lasted only for around 3 years.
The dissolution was a source of anguish for Lee yet he summoned the following
statement:
―Singapore shall be forever a sovereign democratic and independent nation,
founded upon the principles of liberty and justice and ever seeking the welfare
and happiness of the people in a most and just equal society."
His Premiership lasted till 1990 and in this time he transformed Singapore into
major exporter of finished goods and financial services. The World Bank ranks
Singapore at number 3 for the highest per capita income in the world! This is for
a country with hardly any natural resources.
Lee Kaun Yew took his proverbial one talent and made it into a hundred. Now
no other country in the world took the lesson in stewardship from Lee Kuan
Yew’s Singapore as China. Starting with Deng Xiaoping in the late 70s reforms
were introduced in China reflecting the Singapore model which set the country
in the path of economic progress.
Singapore’s success story prompts me to consider ―What have we as Christians
done with what has been entrusted to us?‖ Have we been able to impact lives of
those around us? Jesus called us to be as the salt and light of the world. Salt
lends flavor and preserves and light dispels darkness. What is the flavor of our
life? Do we come across to people as bitter due to the hardships in our life? Or
have we been able to transmute the sorrows in our life to joy for others, as
Apostle Paul writes ―as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many
rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things‖. It is not the resources that we
have but the resourcefulness of our mind that can make the little we have to
meet a greater need.
- Continued
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DIVINE STEWARDSHIP & THE GOSPEL
All of us know the story of the boy with five loves and two fishes.
Jesus used the boy’s offering to miraculously feed a
multitude. John 16:1-14. In divine stewardship the
natural meets the divine in a creative confluence.
The previous article in this issue the Parable of the
talents dwells on the subject of Stewardship. One
application of the parable is this: Jesus Christ has
entrusted us with spiritual gifts. This is the capital
that needs to be worked with to generate spiritual
wealth i.e. the salvation of souls. When the LORD
returns he will judge us on how faithful we have been.
Are we making the best use of what God has entrusted
us as good stewards?
Apostle Paul writes that he would like to be considered as stewards of the
mysteries of God. As a steward Apostle Paul was faithful in proclaiming the
revelation that ―both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share
equally in the riches inherited by God's children. Both are part of the same
body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ
Jesus.‖ Eph 3.6 This resulted in multitudes coming to know the love of God
in Jesus Christ. Do we use our time, money and energy in proclaiming the
way of salvation to the many which are perishing? Apostle Paul said of
himself ―For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am
under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.‖ Our
stewardship is that of the gospel of Jesus Christ. May we hear the following
words from the LORD on the judgment day ―Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master's happiness!‖ Matt 25:21
- Jose Joseph
NORTH BOAT QUAY—SINGAPORE OVER THE YEARS

PRE 1970
Source—Lim & Tay
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―Heart age‖ is the calculated age of a person’s cardiovascular system based on
his or her risk factor profile. The risks include high blood pressure, cigarette
smoking, diabetes status, and body mass index as an indicator for obesity.

CHEC

http://www.cdc.gov/heartdisease/heartage.htm
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Forwarded by RAGAVENDRA BALIGA, MD, MBA, FACC, FRCP Associate Director,
Wexner Medical Center—The Ohio State University

Anxiety in a man's heart
weighs it down, But a good
word makes it glad.
Proverbs 12:25

Watch over your heart with
all diligence, For from it
flow the springs of life.
Proverbs 4:23
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