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POWER AND AUTHORITY

There are 5 Greek words related to power. Four of which are found in
Ephesians 1:19-20

“and what the exceeding greatness of his power (dunamis) to us-ward
who believe, according to that working (energia) of the strength (ischus)
of his might (kratos); which he wrought (energia) in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead, and made him to sit at his right hand in the
heavenly places”
650 cc Bike
We can use an analogy to
explain these words.
Dunamis means power or
the capacity or the ability
to do something. We have
capacities of different
singles engine to power
motorbikes they range
from 50cc - 650cc (which roughly translates as 3.3 – 43.3 horse power)
50 cc Bike

We need power to deal with the problems in this world. We can receive
this power from God through faith.
Aeroplanes have powerful engines. The
theoretical power of a General Electric
GE90 engine is around 160,000 horse
power! A pair of which powers the
Boeing 777-300 aircraft can lift 299,370
Kgs into the air!!
GE90 ENGINE ON A 777-300

WRITE TO US : faithwalk@pfccindia.org
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Dunamis is the power to lift enormous weights. God has given us great power
(dunamis) to bring about good in the world. In Acts 1:8 Jesus promised His
disciples that they would receive power (dunamis) when the Holy Spirit
comes upon them and that they through this power would be witnesses for
Him to the remotest part of the earth.
A DYNAMO

There is a difference between dynamite and dynamo
although they both are derived from the greek word
for power namely dunamis.

Dynamite (nitroglycerin+absorbant) when ignited
would result in an uncontrolled release of energy and
is destructive. Whereas dynamo is an electric machine capable of delivering power in a controlled manner for industrial and
domestic use.
Ischus is the force to overcoming immediate resistance. We read in Ephesians 6:10. “..be strong in the Lord
and in the strength of His might
(ischus)” and in 1 Peter 4:11
“whoever serves is to do so as one
who is serving by the strength
(ischus) which God supplies”

DYNAMITE IN ACTION

Energia is related to operations, to the workings of the force. In Philippians
2:13 we read “For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power
(energein) to do what pleases Him.”
Kratos is dominion or exerted power. We read in Jude 1:25 “to the only God
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion
(kratos) and authority, before all time and now and forever.
Exercise of power has to be done under authority. The Greek word for
authority is exousia. Exousia means delegated empowerment and also
operating in a designated jurisdiction.
In Luke 1:9 we read: “And He called the twelve together, and gave them
power (dunamis) and authority (exousia) over all the demons and to heal
diseases.”
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A pilot may fly an airplane with powerful GE90
engines, but he can fly it only when he has a
license to do it under the directions of the air
traffic controller within the designated airway.
A departure from the way points defined on an
airway could result in the aircraft moving into a
no-fly zone and run the risk of being shot
down.
Authority produces dominion. When a believer exercises authority under God it
will produce dominion, and dominion produces divine intervention.
Peter and John encountered a man lame from birth while they were on the way to
the temple to pray. The man hoped to receive alms. Peter seeing him said “Silver
and gold have I none; but what I have, that give I thee. In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Acts 3:6. The man was immediately healed. This was
an exercise of authority where Peter and John had dominion over the sickness of
the man. The healing of the man was the result of divine intervention.
We too can exercise authority over situations in our life and in matters we are
dealing with.
“Now to Him who is able to (dynameno) do far more abundantly beyond all that
we ask or think, according to the power(dunamis) that works (energia) within
us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever
and ever. Amen”. Ephesians 3:20.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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- Athanasius of Alexandria

A thanasius of Alexandria was a renowned Christian

theologian. He is considered as one of the early
Church fathers. Athanasius was born in the city of
Alexandria around 296 AD into a wealthy Christian
family. He was given an esteemed secular education. Alexandria being an important trade center in
the Graeco-Roman world did not leave its famous
catechetical school without pagan influence. Athanasius was well versed in grammar and rhetoric and
influenced by Platonic and Aristotelian philosophy.
He had read Homer and Demosthenes too. He studied the Scriptures too,
and committed to memory much of the Old Testament. During his exile he
could quote extensively from it although he did not have access to the written text. This shows us how important it is to memorize scripture so that it
will remain with us though we do not have a printed copy.
Athanasius took part in the first council of Nicaea which was convened by
Emperor Constantine the Great. Around 1800 leaders of the Christian
Church were present. The Arian question regarding the relationship between God the Father and the Son before the incarnation was considered,
apart from other doctrinal and canonical matters. “The Council declared
that the Son was true God, co-eternal with the Father and begotten from
His same substance, arguing that such a doctrine best codified the Scriptural presentation of the Son as well as traditional Christian belief about
Him handed down from the Apostles.” The outcome
of the council was the Nicene Creed.

Oldest extant manuscript
of the Nicene creed. 450
AD at the Ashmolean Museum.

During his life time Athanasius spent 17 years of his
life in five exiles under 4 different Roman emperors.
A number of times he had to flee Alexandria in order save his life from his persecutors. As Jesus had
said “Blessed are you when people insult you and
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward in heaven is great”
Mat 5:11,12.
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The following sayings are attributed to Athanasius:
"Jesus that I know as my Redeemer cannot be less than God"
"He became what we are, so that He might make us what He is...."
During his last days [1st Feb 366 to 2nd May 373] he resumed preaching
undisturbed emphasizing the doctrine promulgated at the council of
Nicaea countering the Arian heresy which had troubled the Church in
his time.
- Jose Joseph
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Being a witness for Christ

I thank God for the job that I have. I
work in contact centre for home
owners located in the US. My job
involves mortgage money collections.
It is quite challenging but I depend of
the LORD to help me interact with the
callers. My job requires me to build a
rapport with the callers, by being
polite, courteous and professional. I
need to understand why the callers are
unable to pay their mortgage. Some
are discouraged or sick or going
through financial difficulties. Some are
going through problems in relationships. I have an opportunity here to
speak to them about how God
intervened to help His people deal with
difficult situations in times past with
testimonies from the Bible, as well as
from my own life.
I tell them about the LORD healed me
after I suffered a stroke and was made
completely well. I carry a note containing scripture verses that proclaim

healing and read it out to those who
have health problems. In one instance
a caller said that he and his wife were
suffering from terminal cancer and had
lost their jobs and their home was
about to be foreclosed. I read the
verse in Isaiah 53:5 of how we are
healed by the wounds of Christ, and
from Romans 10:17 that faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the word of
God etc. The man then testified how
he began to feel the pain in his body go
away and believed that the cancer
cells had begun to die. Thus in many
ways I am able to minister to the
callers by sharing encouraging
scriptures with them and they often
end up stating how uplifted they feel
after the conversation. Sometimes the
callers are Christians who are quite
surprised to hear the word of God
spoken to them from a mortgage
company! I get requests for prayers
and I do all that is needful within the
ambit of my professional protocol. I
have experienced that kindness and
mercy are never out of fashion. I have
received words of commendation from
my supervisor for my work. Recently I
was told that that I was the top
collector in my team. My mission in life
is to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to
make Him known! Now is a time to
bless and be blessed!
- Ajit Sivadasan
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“Who is a Christian?” is a question we
should ask ourselves today.
I remembered what happened to me
about 15 years ago when I was working
for Thermax as a project engineer. I
was assigned a task to visit the Dalmia
Nagar Industries in Dereonzone with a
management team and an IAS officer
who was assigned by the chief justice
of India to revive the industry, so that
the 2500 laid off workers could be reinstated.
The road trip takes around 3 hrs
and stretches through a dacoit infested
area. Once in a way they attack travelers and rob them. We were the catch
for them on that day. About ten of
them fully armed with a fierce looking
chief descended on us. We had to part
with our watches money and cell
phones. They even took out the fuel
from our vehicle leaving just enough to
reach the petrol bunk 20 kilometers
away. I learned from the chief, that
they had to resort to a life of crime, as
they were poor and the government
instead of supporting them took away
their land and left them with no means
to support themselves and their
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families.
My companions were very scared
and terrified. They had warned me not
to reveal my name to them, as they did
not like Christians. It so happened that
the leader took me aside to talk to me
alone. My companions stood far away –
scared and at their wits end. When the
leader asked for my name I just
handed over my business card and told
him my name boldly. He looked at me
askance. I suddenly noticed a change
of expression in his eyes. He wanted to
know why we were there. When I told
him the purpose of our visit, he was
not moved. He traveled with us to
verify whether what I had said was
true. On the way to the site he asked
me in an agitated fashion as to where I
got my money from. I replied “SUBCO
PAISA UPER SE HI ATHE HEY” meaning
“it is God who provides”. He then
calmed down and with a tinge of a
smile said “AAP ISSAI KI ADMEE LAGTHA
HEY” I did not know the meaning of
this at the time. Later my friends interpreted it for me. He had said– “you
behave like a Christian’’. He then
returned my cell phone and told me to
contact him on our return. By the
evening he was gone. The next day he
met us again and returned all that he
had taken from us, and treated us to
lassi and pakodas! He asked for one
more business card of mine which he
said he will keep with him to ensure
safe passage for our visiting engineers
in the future.
- Don Johnson
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Address: Harbour House,
Gulmohar Park,
Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 020-32938257
Email: pfccoffice@gmail.com

We’re on the Web
www.pfccindia.org

www.facebook.com/pfccindia

HARBOUR HOUSE
AUDITORIUM
Monthly Prayer
7th November 7-9pm

Hear his
testimony
Serving God as a
Government
Servant

For queries contact: Onithick +91-9823494800 or Jose +91-9960275221

Love God and Love People
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