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Our Vision : Love God and Love People

GOD’S LOVE FOR THE WORLD
Exploring the scope of the gospel
We

seem to have two contradictory Scriptures about
loving the world. John 3:16 and 1John 2:15. The
human author of these 2 statements are the sameJohn the beloved Apostle who leaned on Jesus'
bosom. John 3:16 says "God so loved the world that
He gave His One and only Son that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life". While
1John. 2:15 says "Do not love the world or anything in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him".
The obvious question is 'If God can love the world, why can't we?". The answer
has the following parts. One, God's love is directed towards a sinful, fallen
world, while our human love is often directed for sinful things in the
world. Secondly, God's love is pure and redemptive, while our love is carnal
and self aggrandizing. God's love is a giving love while ours is a 'taking'
love. God's love is sacrificial, ours is self gratifying.
After having explained that, I want to dwell on the 'World' which God
loves. What does the Scripture means by the word, 'World'? Every gospel
preaching makes it clear that the world means people. That is the right emphasis to bring. In fact, Billy Graham, the famous preacher asks people to put
their name in the place of the 'World'. Preaching the gospel is relevant only
for people. However, the gospel is relevant for the whole of creation. Let me
emphasis again, preaching the gospel is directed exclusively at people because
they alone of all creation can exercise their rational faculty to make an appropriate response. The rest of creation, no matter how developed their intelligence may be, is not in a position to understand or respond to the message of
God's redemption revealed in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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That does not mean the effect of the gospel is limited to only us humans. Far
from it. The gospel's reach is universal and touches both heaven and earth and
everything in between. Let me explain my point biblically.
Let me move from the particular to the general

The gospel is for people
John 3.16 has specific reference to people because it demands a rational response - repent, believe and receive God's only Son for
forgiveness of sins and eternal life. However, it
does not stop there.

The gospel is for all creation
Romans. 8.19, 21- " The creation waits in
eager expectation for the sons of God to
be revealed. . . The creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the
children of God".
And it goes on to say that the liberation
from decay will happen when the sons of
God are revealed at the second coming of
Jesus Christ. Hence, we can affirm that
the gospel has relevance to all creatures both big and small. After all, the
whole creation suffers not because of their sin but because of Adam and
Eve. And the redemption of whole creation is, hence, tied up in the redemption
of mankind.

The gospel restores wholeness to
heaven itself!
Hebrews.9.23-24- " It was necessary, then, for
the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. For Christ did not enter a man made
sanctuary that was only a copy of the true
one, He entered heaven itself, now to appear
for us in God's presence". The foundation of
the Gospel rests on Jesus' death and resurrection. It touches heaven itself.
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The bible categorically states that Jesus death resulted in removing the defilement left by Lucifer's rebellion. So the cleansing of the earthly tabernacle is
merely a symbol of a greater cleansing that will be effected by the cross of
Christ. That extends the scope of the gospel beyond the planet earth.

The Gospel brings about universal peace & reconciliation
Colossians. 1.19-20- " For God was pleased to have all
His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, by making peace through His
blood, shed on the cross".
Ephesians. 1.9-10-" And He made known to us the
mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposes in Christ, to
be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfilment- to bring all
things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ".
These Scriptures gives us a bird's eye view concerning the scope of the Gospel. So God's love for the world may be primarily redemption of humans but it
transcends all boundaries to reach all creation and finally touches heaven itself. This is a great reason for Christians to celebrate Christmas as it unfolds
God's mystery for both heaven and earth. But the celebration will be all the more
poignant when we include those who are still outside the redemptive circle and
bring them to the knowledge of Christ.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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- Ambrose of Milan

A mbrose

was one of the four original doctors* of the
Christian Church. He wrote in perfect classical Latin on the
moral obligations of church leadership in his work
De
officiis ministrorum (386 AD). It was modeled on Cicero’s
De officious. He composed beautiful hymns some of which
are even sung today like “O Come, Redeemer of the
Earth”.
It was Ambrose’s preaching that influenced
Augustine to convert to Christianity. Ambrose was the first
church father who pioneered the relationship of Church
and State.

Ambrose was born about 339 AD at Trier, one of the oldest cities in Germany on
the banks of the river Moselle. Ambrosius his father was the Roman imperial viceroy
of Gaul (modern France). Growing up in nobility he received an excellent education.
Ambrose became the governor of Aemilia-Liguria (a late Roman province in Italy)
when he was 30, and moved to
Trier a beautiful city in Germany
Milan where in 374 AD the people
of the city acclaimed him as their
bishop in order to avoid a disputed
election. In a record 8 days he
became a bishop from an unbaptized layman!
Realizing his ignorance of theology
he immersed himself in the study
of the Holy Scriptures and the
works of religious writers, particularly Origen and Basil. He also read Greek authors like Athanasius and Philo. He submitted himself to the tutelage of the learned priest Simplician.
When the Goths invaded the Roman Empire and took captives, Ambrose used the
gold vessels belonging to the church to ransom the captives and hostages. He said,
"It is a better thing to save souls for the Lord than to save treasures. He who sent
forth his apostles without gold had not need of gold to form his Church. The Church
possesses gold, not to hoard, but to scatter abroad and come to the aid of the unfortunate.” Also “The best way to use the gold of the Redeemer is for the redemption
of those in peril."
In 383 AD when Maximus invaded Gaul, Ambrose dissuaded him from invading Italy.
Three years later, because Ambrose’s superiors did not listen to his advice the invasion took place and Milan was conquered. Ambrose stayed on in Milan to help the
people there.
*Individuals who are recognized by the Church as important regarding their contribution to theology or
doctrine. The four mentioned here are Gregory, Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome.
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Cathedral of Milan in Italy
The Roman emperor Theodosius had ordered the
massacre of the Thessalonians in 390 AD. Ambrose
ordered the emperor to perform a public penance for
this deed. The ruler complied. Such was the spiritual
authority that Ambrose exerted over the powers of
the State or temporal authority.
During his life time he confronted the Arian heresy which supported the belief that the Son of
God did not always exist but was created. He theologically refuted their propositions, which
were contrary to the Nicene creed.
Ambrose died on April 4th 397 AD having greatly influenced the lives of those whom he came in
contact with. Augustine in his Confessions says to the Lord concerning Ambrose “I began to love
him at first not as a teacher of the truth (for I had quite despaired of finding it in your Church)
but simply as a man who was kind and generous to me.”
- Jose Joseph

Now hail we our Redeemer
Now hail we our Redeemer,
Eternal Son of God,
Born in the flesh to save us,
And cleanse us in His blood.
The Morning Star ascendeth,
Light to the world He lendeth,
Our Guide in grief and gloom.
A man, of God begotten,
Brought in the age of grace;
Lo, all the earth is radiant
With light, and hope, and peace.
Our prison He demolished,
Death’s power He abolished,
And opened Heaven’s gate.
O Jesus, grant us mercy,
And grace on us bestow,
To walk by Thine own guidance,
Thy saving truth to know.
For Thee our hearts are yearning,
From worldly pleasures turning
Unto Thy righteousness.
Into Thy hand the Father
Gave all, that we might be
In bonds of faith united,
And dedicate to Thee,
A people through Thy merit
Entitled to inherit, Thy realm eternally .

- St. Ambrose
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AT THE LIGHT HOUSE ON 15th NOVEMBER 2014

With the aim of providing one nutritional meal
to the children and the women who come for
thetution and literacy class in the “Light
House”, the Harbour Society opened
“Michaels kitchen” at Bhudhwar Peth on 15th
November.

Pastor Raju Thomas inaugurated the
kitchen, with many women and
children as witnesses to the occasion.

Children in this area go to school
literally without breakfast and
proper food, since their mothers are
unable to ensure that they receive it.
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The kitchen is well equipped for the
preparation of the meal.
We hope that this will bring more
children and women to the“Light
House”. We can then encourage them
to be educated through the tuition and
literacy classes already running there.

We thank God that we can now bless
the women and children in the area
through positive action.
We are thankful to World Aid New York
for partnering with us in the work, and
to the members of Poona Faith
Community Church for all their help
and prayers.
- Ps. Pradeep and Philomena
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ALPHA WEEKEND

28TH - 29TH NOVEMBER
BIBLE CENTRE, SALISBURY PARK
30TH NOVEMBER
HARBOUR HOUSE

www.facebook.com/pfccindia
Our Address:
Harbour House,
Gulmohar Park,
Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 020-32938257

Email: pfccoffice@gmail.com

For queries contact: Onithick +91-9823494800 or Jose +91-9960275221

Love God and Love People
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