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Belief & Behavior 
What Criteria God uses in Judgement 

 

We can take enormous pride in our belief system.  Often, we use expressions 

such as 'We are Evangelicals'; our faith is 'Orthodox' or we are 'Evangelical 
Charismatics' etc.  Faith is definitely important.  Or else we might as well      
belong to Buddhist, Hindu or any other religious systems.   A set of right beliefs 
though important by itself has very little merit before God unless there is a   
corresponding life and behaviour change.  No one will be judged on the basis of 
what he believes, but on the basis of how a person has lived his life after having 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, some may object to this assertion by quoting Jesus who seems to have said 
just the opposite.  When some of the people who experienced the miraculous 
feeding of 5000 men returns for more of the same, Jesus told them "... Do not 
work for the food that spoils, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give you.."  They responded, "What must we do to do 
the works of God?".  Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the 
One He has sent"(Jn.6. 27-29). 
 

It appears that Jesus is saying that the only requirement for eternal life is belief 
in the Son of God.  We translate that to mean a mere intellectual assent     
without a corresponding life style or behaviour change.  That interpretation is 
totally misleading in the light of the rest of the scriptures.  What Jesus is telling 
the Jews is this that the new life or eternal life you seek to enter in starts with 
a mind transformation followed by a life transformation.  That is the meaning of 
conversion.    
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BELIEF & BEHAVIOR 

Yes, it is indeed true that we are saved by grace through faith- and this is not 

from yourself, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can           

boast- Eph. 2.8-9.  But v.10 illuminates this scripture when it states that we are 

God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God        

prepared in advance for us to do.  In other words, our journey starts with faith 

but         continues with works of faith.  As someone said "We are not saved by 

good works but saved for good works".  In other words, an authentic faith is 

proved by the life we live.  Hence, God's judgement is based not on what we 

believe but whom we have believed and how it has changed our life. 

Ps. 50.23 says 

 

       "He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honours Me; 

                  And to Him who orders his life aright, 

                  I will show him the salvation of God". 
 

 

This scripture is revealing the heart condition required by a penitent sinner who 

genuinely seeks to enter into the life of God.  There is gratitude and a desire to 

set things right when a sinner sees the magnanimity of God in lavishing His 

grace upon him.  If that is missing, it becomes a mechanical act that leads to a 

'still born spirituality' devoid of growth which is the sign of life. 

Knowing God is neither mechanical nor theoretical, but personal and relational. 

Relationship is interactive.  Interaction leads to change- always the stronger 

changing the weak, the spiritual changing the carnal.  Hence, genuine          

conversion is always characterized by a spiritual change that is all pervasive.  

 

Now coming back to the subject of God's judgment based on our deeds, look at 

the following scriptures: 

Rev. 20:13b - "...each person was judged according to what he had done" 

Jude  v.14-15- "...See, The Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his 

holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly acts they have done 

in the ungodly way, and all of the harsh words the ungodly sinners have spoken 

against Him". 

Hb. 10.26-27- "...keep on sinning after we have re-

ceived the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice of sin is 

left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of 

raging fire that will consume the enemies of God". 

Jn. 5.29- "...those who have done evil will rise to be 

condemned". 

Hb 13.4- "...adulterer God will judge" - Continued    
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- Dr. Mathews Jacob 

These are  only a  sample of many other  scriptures that  speak of  od's judgment  on  evil 

doers.  The   story of   talents,    wise and foolish virgins,  sheep and goats are additional   

illustrations of the Biblical precepts that we will be judged by our deeds and not by what 

we believe. 

May God grant that we live a life that is worthy of the Gospel which is obtained through 

the sacrifice of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The Scriptures says HONOUR GOD IN YOUR BODY!          - Ps. Raju Thomas 

 

 
 
 
 

Due to wrong lifestyles and eating habits, people often 

complain about acidity. This problem affects people of all 

ages. Acidity can be caused by: Spicy and oily foods,   
irregular eating habits, consumption  of caffeinated,   

carbonated and alcoholic beverages, stress and anxiety, 
pregnancy, lack of exercise, obesity, and excessive   

smoking. 
 
 Acidity leads to  abdominal pain, heartburn, nausea and 
vomiting, loss of appetite and bloating, sour taste in the 
mouth, belching, flatulence (gas), and restlessness.  

 
There are simple remedies to help overcome acidity: 
Drinking water at regular intervals—one or two glasses of water help flush out 
excessive acid in the stomach. Drink a glass of lukewarm water before going to 
sleep and after waking up in the morning. Avoid drinking water during or        
immediately after meals. 
Home remedies for acidity: 
Basil Leaves Tea — boil 3-5 basil leaves in water for 15 minutes, and drink the 
water after cooling it. 
Cinnamon (Dalchini)  Tea- boil 1/2 teaspoon of cinnamon powder  in water for 
15 minutes, and drink the water after cooling it. 
Cloves  (Lavang)  Chew 2-3 thoroughly so its juice is released & swallow. This 
helps  dispel gas accumulated in the stomach. 
Butter Milk—Grind 1/2 teaspoon of fenugreek (methi) seeds with little water to 
make a paste. Mix the paste in a glass of butter milk and drink it.J 
Jaggery (Gud)  Suck on a small piece of jiggery. The high amount of potassium 
in gaggery helps maintain the balance of acids in your stomach.  This is however 
not recommended for diabetic patients due to the presence of sugar. 

BELIEF & BEHAVIOR 
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- Continued    

Early Church Fathers 

- Irenaeus 
 

Irenaeus was born around 130 AD to Greek Christian 

parents in Polycarp’s home town of Smyrna. From his 
written works we know that as a child he heard and saw 
the aged Polycarp, the last known living  connection 
with the Apostles. Irenaeus was one of the leading    
theologians of his time.  He was the   pastor of the 
church in Lyon (France) during the time of persecution 
of      Christians under the philosopher emperor Marcus 
Aurelius.  Prior to becoming the bishop of Lyon 
(France), Irenaeus served as missionary to southern 
Gaul. Irenaeus was an apologist and his writings helped 
the development of Christian theology. 
 
Monatism was a prophetic movement that fostered the belief of direct revelation 
from the Holy Spirit superseding the authority of the  Apostles. This is also the 
case today where many sects and cults claim special “revelations” which are not 
in accordance with Apostolic tradition. The Monatist heresy split Christian       
communities, and Irenaeus was sent by his church with a letter to meet Eluterus 
the bishop of Rome in order to help stem its (the heresy) influence.  
 

Irenaeus greatly succeeded in the combat against Gnosticism. Gnosticsim was a 
syncretistic theosophical and philosophical religious movement prominent in the 
second century AD.  

Gnostics believed that the material world is evil and 
the divine element in man needed to be awakened 
through gnosis or knowledge of an   esoteric nature. 
There is an idea of an inferior    creator god - the 
Demiurge and an absolute   transcendent One. The  
notion of a redeemer was borrowed from Christianity. 
Jesus became the      Saviour when illuminated by light 
from above, & there is no redemptive merit in His   
crucifixion. 
 

In his writing “Against Heresies”, Irenaeus        
describes the beliefs of the Gnostics and refutes 
them. He also maintained that the apostolic tradi-

tion provided the only safe guide to the interpretation of Scriptures, as apostle 
Paul in his letter to Timothy writes: “Retain the standard of sound words which 
you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus”              
2 Tim 1:13, and also in his letter to the     Colossians: “See to it that no one takes 
you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition 
of men, according to the elementary     principles of the world, rather than      
according to Christ”  Col 2:8 

Remains of a Roman amphitheatre  

at present day Lyons, France 
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The focus of Irenaeus’s theology is the unity and goodness of God. Salvation came 
through the incarnation of God as man. The penalty for sin is death and corruption. 
The atonement of  Christ  happened through His incarnation rather than just the 
crucifixion. In his writings we see    the beginnings of what was to become  the 
Apostle’s Creed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legend has it that Irenaeus died a martyr at the end of the second or the beginning                 
of the third century. 

ion 2:11.                --- Jose Joseph 

Early Church Fathers 
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God is my refuge and strength! 

 
 
 

 
My son Joy who is 6 years old slipped and fell in the washroom 

and had major fracture in his left leg. We went to the hospital 
and doctor told us that he needs to undergo surgery. However, as 
we were waiting in the hospital Joy & I were praying no surgery 
would be required. Later the doctor revised his opinion and said 
that there was no need for the surgery and only a cast was      
required. For many days Joy suffered pain. It was difficult for me 
to watch him suffer. However I was comforted by the verse : 
 
“God is our refuge and strength a very present help in trouble “             

             -Psalm 46.1 
Joy quickly recovered and is able to walk now. Praise the Lord! I want to thank the 
church, the pastor, the principal and staff of Harbour City school for praying for 
Joy.                                             - Keziah (Teacher, Harbour City School ) 
 
 

 
My name is Asha Kamble. I am 11 years old. My life is a living   

testimony of God’s goodness and that He is real. 
 I come from a very difficult background. I had no one to 
care for me and love me, till I came to a Christian home. 
I came to know about Jesus. I understood that Jesus loves me 
and also cares for me more than my own people. When I received 
Jesus in my life, I became a different person. 
   I was full of joy and no tension. In my new home I started to 

read God’s word and pray everyday which strengthened my life in Jesus and also 
made me a stronger person. 
 When I was 10 yrs old I was playing with my friends and accidently got 
drowned in the river. Miraculously God saved me. 
 Few of my friends saw my life and wanted to know about Jesus. I shared 
with them the truth about God’s love for them. Now they also want to receive Jesus 
in their life, but due to opposition from parent they are unable to do so. I have told 
them to continue to believe in Jesus and pray to Jesus. And Jesus will surely change 
everything in their lives as he has done for me. 
 Today, I know my life is good because of Jesus. I want to tell everybody 
about my Jesus and his love.  All praise to God alone. 
 

JOY 

ASHA 

- Continued    

I want to  declare the love of Jesus to everybody! 
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My  name is Shubangi (10 yrs).  I am going to testify about God’s     

goodness in my life.  When I was very small my mother passed away and 

my father also left me and ran away. I had no one and was left at the 

mercy of my relatives.  I got Binu uncle and Mano aunty to love me as 

parents.  I got so much of love and care in my new home. I wondered 

when I did not know God,  God knew me and took care of me.  

In my new environment I started learning about God and his love for 

his people. I invited Jesus in my life. Slowly  things started to 

change.  Today I have everything in my life. God’s word says “Lion may go hungry but God’s 

children will lack no good things”. Praise God for his promises are YES and AMEN in Christ 

Jesus. God has given me good friends and education and good people to guide me.  Above all 

I have the Holy Spirit with me always.  

I always hesitated to share my testimony with others thinking that others will look 

down on me. But now I have realized that my life is for God’s glory. And may my testimony 

bring more glory to God. Praise the Lord! 

SHUBANGI 

                  Testimonies 

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ! 
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We’re on the Web 

www.pfccindia.org 

Address: Harbour House, 

Gulmohar Park, 

Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001,  India 

Phone:    020-32938257 

Email: pfccoffice@gmail.com 

Love God and Love People 

This  Bulletin is for Private Circulation Only 

 

 

 

For queries contact:  Onithick +91-9823494800 or Jose  +91-9960275221 

www.facebook.com/pfccindia 

Be There  ! 


