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  esus called us to be the salt and light of the earth. The Christian missionaries 
who came to India over the last two millennia did just that. They came with 
the intention of spreading the light of God‘s Word and through their lives 
influence the people of India for the better. While as yet there existed          
―no concept of India as a united nation‖.  
 
                The Sanskrit prayer  in the Brhadaranyaka Upanishad — I.iii.28  

     असतो मा सद्गमय । तमसो मा ज्योततगगमय । मतृ्योमाग अमतृ ंगमय ।  
    शान्तिः शान्तिः शान्तिः 
― Asato ma sadgamaya, tamaso  ma jyotirgamaya, mrtyorma amrtam gamaya, 

shanti  shanti shanti‖  
 

means - ―Lead me from the untruth to the truth. Lead me from darkness to 
light. Lead me from death to immortality; peace, peace, peace‖. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord Jesus Christ said, 
 

―I am the way and the Truth and the Life‖  and again ―I am the Light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the Light of Life‖       

       - Continued 
 

Choose the way you should go 

A Shining Witness 

FaithWalk 
The Po o n a  F a i th  Commu n i t y  Ch ur ch                     

Christian contribution to Nation Building 
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A SHINING WITNESS 

The LORD answered the prayer 
and sent His servants to  India to be 
a witness to the Truth. 
  As an Indian you can read a book 
printed in your mother tongue, and 
yet this privilege was not with us 
before 200 years. Based on           
Dr. Babu K. Verghese‘s analysis of 
over 100 Indian  languages, it has 
been proved that the Bible transla-
tors between 150 and 200 years ago 
as pioneers, developed 85  diction-
aries, 116 grammar books and 45  
newspapers / journals in  these   
languages while India had none of 
these. The first printing press was 
established by Christian missionar-
ies in 1556 in Goa, followed by 
printing presses in Tranquebar, 
Tamil Nadu in 1700 and Serampore, 
West Bengal in 1800. 
   Historically, Bible translation has 

enriched many languages including 

the languages of India. The prepara-

tion of bilingual dictionaries helped 

in the access to sources of      

knowledge in other international 

languages. This helped the growth 

of  literacy in linguistically   minority 

groups. Languages such as         

Assamese,  Bengali,  Gujarati had     

Christian contributors like Nathan 

Brown, William Cary and Karl 

Fredrich Schmidt respectively. The 

development of Hindi (which is 

spoken by over 60 percent of     

Indians today) from various dialects 

into a literary language again was 

through the effort of     missionaries  

particularly Dr. Samuel Henry     

Kellog. His treatise on Hindi called                          

‗Hindi Vyakaran‘ was published by 

Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, Prayag,     

Allahabad, is still considered the 

finest grammar textbook on Hindi. 

       Again it was William Carey of 

the Serampore  Mission  who 

brought out the first printed          

material in Kannada language. The 

Konkani language‘s individuality 

was defended by  Christian mission-

aries against the onslaught by      

Portuguese rulers. William Carey 

had spent   almost 11 years translat-

ing the Bible into Konkani.  He also 

published a comprehensive gram-

mar of Marathi.  

Hindi Vyakaran 
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      Narayan Vaman Tilak galvanized 

modern Marathi poetry. His unfin-

ished book  entitled ―Christayan‖ was 

completed by his wife who wrote 64     

chapters of the 74 and is in the style 

of Varkari Hindu samprdaya of       

Maharashtra.  

  The standardization of Malayalam        

especially the spelling was helped by 

the introduction of printing by 

Hermann  Gundert and   Benjamin 

Bailey in Kerala and the Basel Mission in 

Mangalore.  

  It was the Christian missionaries 

who    revived the Sanskrit language. 

A Carmelite friar Johann Philip   

Wesdin from Germany published 

the first grammar of Sanskrit        

enabling scholars in Europe to study 

it in the same spirit as they studied 

Greek and Latin. The Christian mis-

sionaries also    promoted Sanskrit 

to the world outside India, by trans-

lating a wealth of its literature. There 

is no space here to mention the    

missionary contribution to Santhali, 

Sindhi, Tamil, Telegu,Urdu and the 

Tribal languages of India.   

     When Sanskrit, Arabic and     

Persian ruled the literary world of 

India till the end of the 18th century 

it was the Bible translators who trig-

gered the linguistic revolution by the 

development of local languages. 

     Prose as an effective medium of    

communication both literary and 

non-literary was pioneered by   

Christian missionaries. The first ever 

book of Malayalam prose ‗Samksepa 

Vedartham’ was published in      

moveable type in 1772 in Rome.         

     The use of prose in the       

vernacular language helped  pro-

mote ideas of civil liberties, freedom 

of thought and action and political 

independence. The people of India 

began to shed their feudal mentality 

and certain traditional superstitious 

beliefs and  practices 

 

 

 

 

 

Samksepa Vedartham 

A SHINING WITNESS 

Moveable Type Sample 
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It was the Bible translators who 

worked to free slaves in India. For   

example, John Hocksworth and Joseph 

Pitt  labored hard to make the    

Travancore Government issue a 

decree abolishing untouchability 

and slavery.  

The education for the masses in   

India was pioneered by Christian    

missionaries. Today 2 universities, 

hundreds of schools, colleges,  for-

mal technical     institutions offering 

diplomas in various     disciples are 

run by the Catholics.     Almost 

70% of these are in rural areas, 

serving the poor, especially the 

dalits, the adivasis and other disad-

vantaged groups.               

   It was the Bible translators and 

Christian  missionaries who showed 

the way of  progress through educa-

tion. They have made contributions 

in technology and science too. The 

Jesuit Catalan   Antoni Montserrat 

drew one of the first reasonably 

correct maps of India. Serampore 

missionaries introduced horticulture 

and botany studies in   India as  

pioneers. Through their hard work 

and dedication Christian missionar-

ies developed languages, helped the  

eradication of social evils like sati 

and child marriages and set up an 

education system in India. They 

also made immense contributions 

in the area of Natural History. Let 

us  follow their example in making 

India great.                        

        - Jose Joseph 

A book by William Carey 

  Acknowledgement:  

  Much of the material to this article comes 

from the book “Let there be India!” by   

Dr. Babu K. Verghese with his permission.  

Rosa Indica, Grande 
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Let’s talk about Parenting 
 o be a parent is both a responsibility and a  

privilege. As parents, we are responsible for how 

we shape and  influence the character and     

personality our children. The child‘s behavior in   

society will be influenced in a large measure by 

how they were brought up at home.  

What does the gospel have to do with parenting? 

    The gospel has led you to your salvation but 

have you  applied it to your role as a parent? In 

order to apply this you have to separate out the 

basic traits from the distinguishing traits of  effective Christian parents. 
 

• Most parents love their kids and desire to see them succeed and do well at every stage in their life.  

• Most parents work hard to provide for their kids. 

• Most parents at least in India bring God into the picture to ensure that kids do not stray from their paths.  
 

    None of these are sufficient to raise up godly children and face the challenges of 

parenting. 

     The reason being because it ignores the reality of a struggle and the victory of a  

believer that is so clearly portrayed in the New Testament. 

     Have you understood that the gospel rings an 

alarm bell on the corrupted nature in us?  This nature 

is not only different from the   nature of God but is 

opposed to it. Therefore, as believers the challenge of 

discipleship is to fight the battle of the corrupt      

human nature versus the way of Spirit of God in us. 

This battle is lost if you don‘t fight and is won only by 

a total reliance on the power and the work of the 

Spirit of God. This is the struggle of every Christian whether a teenager or a  father or 

a mother.  

   If this is true then ask the question how will this conflict inside me affect my role as a  

parent? 

   What does it mean about the life of my child as they grow from birth through in-

fancy and childhood into a teenager and then a young adult?  

   It has been famously said that ‗hurt people‘ tend to hurt people and ‗loved people‘ 

tend to love people.   Though this is more an observation there is some truth to it. 

Please do not repeat the wrong of your parents. Just because you had an insensitive or 

rigid father does not justify you to exhibit that kind of behavior to your children.  

Hurt people’ tend 
to hurt people and 
‘loved people’ tend 

to love people. 
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As believers we have an opportunity to forgive and repent of these generational 

practices and seek the Lord as you develop godly parenting in your home. 

Be with your children not away from them  

     First and foremost, learn to enjoy your children.  

Children are a delight and you must have time to spend with them – to talk 

about God and life, to help with class-work, play games, and have fun with them 

through your entire lifetime as  a parent.  

     This is the most important principle I can share 

with you. I have seen parents become harder and 

stricter with children as they grow up. They want 

to see their kids learn scripture, excel in their      

studies, be good at sports while forgetting that they 

themselves don‘t know much scripture by heart, 

they may have been mediocre in their studies.  

     In the process laughter has disappeared from 

the home and the conversation is always about 

what they ‗should be doing‘. This is horrible as it 

only reminds kids that they are not good enough. 
  

     To break this evil, parents could take one day in the week and refrain from 

using the word ‗you should‘ or ‗you must‘ as a reminder to be human and give 

them   security and acceptance while they are still not perfect. 

Train up your child  

Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6  
 

    Training is not just telling nor is it teaching. It involves a balanced               

combination of being with the person so that they see what you do and then 

instruct them on how they should do it.  

     Have a time of serious conversation not just jokes and laughter. A serious 

conversation is a two way dialogue and cannot happen when one person is flying 

off the lid. When parents use shouting to get things done you are training the 

child to do the same later in life. When a child sees a father make unilateral    

decisions without consulting the mother that is what they will do later in life.   

    As they grow older say by two or three talk to them about how they should 

behave during worship.  

      

ABOUT PARENTING 
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      Do you have a tough time getting your three year old to sit in one place 

during worship at church? Ask the question when do you get your child to sit in 

one place at home?  

     Do you talk about acceptable and unacceptable 

behavior during your family prayer to two and 

three year old children? If not, please start right 

away. If you have not done this do not expect 

them to simple copy someone else‘s child. That is 

being totally unfair to your kids.  

     It is perfectly fine for small children to sleep 

through service if they are tired. But do not let 

them wander around and do not let them chatter. 

It is possible to use family time to train up children on how to behave during a 

time of prayer.  

    For example it is important for kids to respect the seconds or minutes when 

mummy or daddy is praying and wait for their attention. This may not come 

naturally and has to be taught,  reinforced and patiently repeated. Do not get 

angry or become upset because that can make them sad or disturbed and now 

you have more than one problem to deal with.  

      I believe it is not right to feed children during worship. Feed them at home 

by better planning of your schedule and theirs or wait for a break and take them 

to a corner or the back and feed them. That way you are not disturbing other 

small children around you by opening snack boxes. 

      Good parents know that wisdom from heaven is required to know when to 

enforce rules and when to relax or even suspend them. There may be days 

when your kid is cranky and you need to be  sensitive and caring by choosing to 

sit at the back so that you can take care of your child with minimal disturbance 

to others. Please don‘t be a Pharisee parent!                - to be continued in the next issue 

       - John Kuriakose 

ABOUT PARENTING 
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    round 125 children from all over 

Pune came together at the Harbour 

House during the   summer vacations 

for  a week to have a time of fun and 

games and also to learn spiritual truths 

that would impact their lives. This is 

an annual event in the Poona Faith 

Community Church and is called the 

‗Vacation Bible School‘. The theme 

for this year was “Get connected to Shine 

for Jesus”. Through the week the        

children learned how they are   created 

uniquely by God, how habits have an 

influence on our character, getting to 

know Jesus Christ and     experiencing 

salvation through Him, and about 

growing in the knowledge  of God 

through faith. Parents of the children 

and volunteers helped the team from 

Scripture Union - Dinesh & Asha who 

have been regular to  conduct the   

programme at PFCC from year to 

year. There were 2  volunteers from 

South India Giftson and Jason.     

 

 

 

 

     

  The children had a delightful and 

uplifting time as did the parents and 

volunteers together with the team. It 

was great joy to worship the LORD 

together as well as listen to His word 

through the   lessons that were in    

accordance with the theme. VBS time 

also provided opportunity to form 

new friendships.  Perhaps even more 

exciting is fact, that many children 

brought their friends to experience 

VBS with them (some for the very 

first time) and to learn about the good 

news of Jesus. The guest judges were 

extremely impressed with the quality 

and the articulation of the children 

during the evaluation round.  
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    As amazing as this year‘s VBS was, it 

took a band of 19 volunteers and 13 

teachers, to pull it off. They were    

assisted by Sunita in, coordination of 

classes, teachers, supplies, and by Sarah 

Denise in food and snacks  distribution 

and by many others in  various other 

aspects of VBS. VBS could NOT have 

been possible without YOUR prayer 

support and sacrificial giving! Before 

the week of VBS, we had an army of 

people praying.  During the VBS we 

had all teachers help in create some 

amazing art, to convey the message 

and love of Jesus. And the SU team did 

a great job leading the children while 

bringing a lively ambiance that the kids 

loved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Finally, while VBS is a huge under-

taking, there is nothing more rewarding 

than seeing the happy children as they 

walk through the doors. Hearing      

parents and volunteers describe how 

VBS is helping a child understand 

God‘s Word, is worth all the effort!  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps my greatest reward was      

serving the team, and after the final day 

of VBS was over, to hear parents tell 

stories of their kids‘ still singing VBS 

songs and talking about the love of 

Jesus. I can‘t help but be excited by 

that and I‘m already looking forward to 

next year! It was a privilege to serve the 

body of Christ! 

                    - Atul Meshramkar 

     

 

English VBS—2018 

Note: Special thanks to Sandeep Chandekar for providing  

  the wonderful pictures 



Page  10       June 2018                        

  his is a brief account of the camp story, 
and I pray that you will read it with an 
eye on the future. At the beginning of 
2018, the Sunday School team and    
others began to pray, upon three     
questions for the Senior Sunday School   
children,  

What can we do to help the children 
who are at various levels in their      
relationship with God?  

How  could we provide them an     
extended time of structured biblical 
focus, especially to build their nearness 
to God?  

Where can we bring together different    
sessions laced together with various 
activities to build their intimacy with 
God?  

 

    Finally, after God met all the needs, 
the PFCC Senior Sunday School Camp 
was held from April 29, 2018 at 1 pm 
until May 1, 2018 at 4.30 pm. We had 31 
children attend the camp along with 12 
adults who served as camp leaders, 
counselors and volunteer helpers. The 
theme of the camp was, “Come, Taste and 
See”. Brother Silvester and his wife 
Esther,  were the main speakers for the 
camp. 
 

Each day began at 6.30am with               
structured quite time from 7am to 
7:30am followed by breakfast. and a full 
day of sessions till 9pm with games and 
several activities. For each day, there 
were groups that were formed to take 
on different roles and     responsibilities 
ranging from serving breakfast to getting 
the worship hall ready and cleaning the     
dining room to be ready for the next 
day. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The camp resulted in allowing new 

friendships to develop, gifts and skills of 

the children were identified. However, 

the main highlight of the camp was the 

second day, when the Holy Spirit 

touched each of the children, and broke 

down the barriers.      

   All the children were praying and 

weeping, before the Lord. All the     

leaders, and counselors, helpers, along 

with Pastor Raju, his wife Leena prayed 

over each child – breaking and rebuking 

the strong hold of Satan. The Spirit and 

the calm of the Lord had   descended 

and gripped the hearts of each child. 

The Lord was in His house and He met 

with each child.  
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    Nikhil and Nidhi‘s joy was evident 

when they stated, ―God‘s standards are 

much higher than ours. And when God 

set‘s His standards for us, in the process 

of achieving it - we forget asking God 

for help. It‘s easier asking the person 

who set the standard to help us.‖ Siona 

shared warmly about her heart being 

deeply touched, when she felt God‘s 

abiding presence. Unnati enthusiastically 

said, ―I felt Gods presence in a mighty 

way and I just cried my heart out to the 

Lord-I knew God was in control‖. 

   Intently, Becky described ―how her 

faith increased and fear reduced by real-

izing the truth that through it all, God 

will always be there for her. Sakshi 

shared calmly, ―I can do everything with 

Christ, who gives me strength.‖  Saumya 

explained, ―How easy it was to learn 

how to hear God‘s voice, and what the 

Lord is trying to say to me‖. Sonu, said,‖ 

If it is for GOD, I must never be shy‖.  

       This Senior camp was a result of 

the   ministry and mission of PFCC, and 

it resulted in bringing the children closer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to God creating in them a thirst for 

Him.  

    A big thank you to all the              

participants, teachers, elders & our 

church members who have supported. 

A special mention and a thank you to 

the core team of John & Sindhu, Betsy, 

Sunita & Atul for logistics, purchasing, 

coordinating and praying for the        

children. They were all capably helped 

by Alvin, Deni, Aditi, Sheena, Joy,     

Saurabh, and many others who added an 

extra layer of prayer for the Lord‘s will 

to be done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Remember, God calls each of us to 

serve at His table, find your place. I look 

forward to serving Christ with you      

and in making PFCC the place        

 ―Where Pune meets Christ!‖  

                    - Atul Meshramkar 

SENIOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CAMP 
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OUR VISION  

„Connecting people to God through the Gospel proclaimation &     

making them disciples of Christ.‟  

& 

 ‟Connecting people to one-another into loving communities of true 

 Worshippers across India & beyond.‟ 
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The Poona Faith Community Church                    

   Sat 14th & Sun 15th July 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients to perk up 
your marriage! 

Signup Today! 

MARRIAGE & PARENTING  
SEMINAR 
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