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FaithWalk
Choose the way you should go

3 Indispensable Keys for Spiritual Growth
"Do not neglect the SPIRITUAL GIFT....
.Practice these things, immerse yourself in
them, so that all may see your progress.
Keep a close watch on your
LIFE &
DOCTRINE. Persist in this, for by doing so
you will save both yourself and your
hearers."1Tim4.14-16.
The letters of Paul to Timothy is the advise
of a wise spiritual father to his son in the
faith. The above scripture is a pivot on which
all of
Christian life is firmly fixed. Paul
gives Timothy 3 keys which are indispensable
for spiritual health and growth. They are the
same keys that work for us today. These are:

build up God's people. Just to summarize
Paul's teachings on spiritual gifts found in
1 Cor 12. 4-11 & Rom 12.3-8, we find the
following pertinent truths:


Spiritual gifts are 'gifts of grace' given to
believers by the Triune God.
• They are tools to be used for the
growth and the perfection of God's
people
• Everyone has a certain gift(s) and all
must use these gifts to build up
• We must avoid the twin problems of
inferiority or superiority complex in
serving one another. Be sober when
you use spiritual gifts.

1. Spiritual gifts
2. Christ like life
3. Pure doctrine
All these keys are absolutely essential.
• Spiritual gifts are tools to build up the body
of Christ.
• An authentic Christ like life powers its way
into other lives to bring about change.
• Pure doctrine firmly establishes you in
God's timeless truth that will protect you
from the vagaries of false religion.
Now, let us look at these keys one by one.
Spiritual Gifts
Spiritual gifts are God given tools to
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In Timothy, Paul cautions us about the
neglect of spiritual gifts. Just as a guitar or a
piano will not automatically make music,
spiritual gifts will not by itself bring any
help or blessings unless it is diligently
applied.
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Keys for Spiritual Growth
In other words, using spiritual gift is intentional.
Then he adds another superlative verb 'immerse' yourself in them.
It is only those who are 'wholly & holily'
obsessed with it can see the progress in
the exercise of these gifts. You add value
to people's life when you become
proficient in the use of spiritual gifts.

A Christ Like Life
The second thing Paul mentions is, 'your
life'. He says, "Watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in them . . . If
you do, you will save both yourself and
your hearers". Truth by itself cannot open an
unbelieving heart unless it is backed by a Christ
like life. Truth applied works like yeast in a
dough. Grace and truth together forms
the most formidable weapon against the
lies & deception of Satan. This is the true
Gospel - grace and truth, the two strands
of God's nature intertwined in a person's
visible life. Hence, the Gospel is “The
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power of God unto salvation to all those
who believe” (Rom.1.16). A life lived out
in grace and truth is unmatched in its
strength and beauty to influence people
for God.
Christ is grace and truth in action. That is
why sinners felt comfortable in His
presence and soon sinners felt
uncomfortable with sin. Paul says, "For
me to live is Christ and to die is gain" and
goes on to say that "Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
as my Lord. For His sake I have
suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish in order that I may
gain Christ"(Phil. 1:21 & 2:8). Nothing
can match the power of a grace and truth
filled life in changing people and
communities.
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Keys for Spiritual Growth
Purity of Doctrine
Doctrine is the very life of Christ explained
in teachings or precepts. It is the very
character and nature of God clearly explained for all to know and follow. True
doctrine is not a bunch of dos and don'ts.
It points to divine truth and backed by a real life.
Doctrine which is not backed by a real life is like a
currency not backed by 'gold standard'. The currency value diminishes over a period of time if it is
not backed by gold standard.

So you want a healthy church? Start with
yourself. Exercise that gift given to you to
build up God's beloved people.
That is intentional.
When you prepare for Sunday worship,
how intentional are you? Does your life add
value to anyone's life? May your life and
words be a manifestation of God's truth.
Then the church will be triumphant over all
satanic lies and evil. Remember, we are
more than conquerors through Christ who
loves us.

"Only one life to live, it shall
soon be past, only that which is
done for Christ shall last".
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
Tertullian 115-230? AD
ertullian was born in Carthage in around 155 AD and
was thought to be the son of a Roman centurion.
Tertullian's early years were surrounded by the household gods
or deities of Rome. Tertullian
received an exceptional
education in grammar, rhetoric, literature, philosophy, and
law while in Carthage. Carthage was at that time a Roman
province and a centre for early Christianity. It was known for
being a cultural and educational
centre of the Empire.
Tertullian later went to Rome probably in his early twenties
to study further and to practice law. While in Rome he became interested in Christianity especially for its attitudes and
belief in one God, the courage of its martyrs and the morals
it taught. He became a Christian towards the end of the 2nd
century. He returned to Carthage and became a leading member and catechist of the African Church.
From his early forties to mid sixties Tertullian devoted
himself to writing. He was the first to express the doctrine of the Trinity in Latin. Thirty one of his
extant works cover apologetics against paganism and Judaism, polemics, polity, and Christian
discipline. Apologeticus pro Christianis 197 AD – is his most famous work defending Christianity,
demanding toleration to it by the Roman Empire. Concerning Christianity in the „market place‟ he
writes in his Plea For Allegiance:
“We are but of yesterday, and we have filled
everything you have – cities, islands, forts, forts,
towns, exchanges, yes! And camps, tribes, decuries
[town councils], palace,
senate, forum. All we
have left you is the [pagan] temples”…”we live
with you – in this world. We sail ships, we as well
with you, and along with you; we go to the wars,
to the country, to market with you.”
He coined many phrases that are still in use.
“Out of the frying pan into to the fire” is derived
from his Latin quote “De calcaria in carbonarium”
translated as "Out of the lime-kiln into the coal-furnace."
“Nihil veritas erubescit” which means “Truth does
not blush” is from his work “De Carne Christi”.
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EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
At a time when the persecution of Christians was rife, he
wrote: Plures efficimur, quoties metimur a vobis; semen est sanguis
christianorum. Which means: “We multiply whenever we are
mown down by you; the blood of Christians is seed.” This is often
quoted as „The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.‟
Tertullian believed that Christianity must stand uncompromisingly against the decadence in the surrounding Greco-Roman
culture while at the same time to appreciate some of its values.
Tertullian subscribed to Montanism* in around 210 AD. Jerome says that it was because he was
'distressed by the envy and laxity of the clergy of the Roman church'. Even as a Montanist,
Tertullian remained a member of the church and was not a schismatic. Tertullian last writing
dates 220 AD. The date of his death is unknown. His numerous writings became a source for
many later church Fathers such as St. Augustine and Cyprian.
Tertullian was a man of outstanding abilities and great intellectual, moral and spiritual strength.
His importance in the Church stands with men like Augustine, Luther and Calvin although the
Roman Catholic Church considers him a heretic and apostate. He had defended the Christian faith. He had fought
against paganism and the heretic Marcion who had
questioned the infallibility of the Scriptures, against
Gnosticism which was a fusion of elements of Christianity,
Greek philosophy and Oriental mysticism. Tertullian‟s
teaching on the divinity of Christ and the doctrine of the
Trinity a century before the Council of Nicea is what gives
him the importance among the early church Fathers.
Today as before when the Christian faith is attacked with schisms and heresies from within and
the pressure from the world to conform to its ways thinking on issues of ethics and morals from
without, we need to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the
saints.” (Jude 1:3) following Tertullian‟s example.
- Jose Joseph
*An early Christian movement named after its founder, Montanus. Although the movement held the basic tenets of Christian
doctrine of the wider Church, they believed in new revelations and ecstasies which was frowned on by the wider Church. Some
scholars see it as a form of early Pentecostalism.

Ancient Roman Baths in Carthage
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“The Light House” is in the
midst of the red light area of Budhwar
Peth. It serves many children and the
women of that area as a boon and a blessing.
The Light House ministry is a social
help programme of Harbour Society
(the social service wing of
PFCC) to counsel women in
the area find alternative
employment,
and
also
provide the much needed
moral support and spiritual
guidance.
We have the tuition classes
for the children in the
morning and afternoon.
There are about 30 students (LKG to FY B.Com). This
year we had two students who appeared for SSC and
HSC exam, both of them passed the examination with first
division.
Few women come for the literacy class and make the most
use of it. Initially they could hardly read or write anything
but now they can read and write on their own. They share
their feelings and bring forth their prayer requests.
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The Michael's Kitchen serve good nutritional
food to the children and the women. The
children are fed well as they are hungry and tired
after their studies. They enjoy the food and then
go for their school. The women get to enjoy the
Biryani
that
is
served after
the church.
We have church
every
alternate
Saturday in which
we get to do the
fellowship with the people (average 50 - women
and children). There are many women who are
regular to the church and sometimes they come
forward and share their testimonies giving
encouragement to others. We always get to see
new people in every church service.
All these services that is being provided here has shown a positive improvement in the
area. We have received feedback from parents about the change in their children's
behavior in a better way and also improvement in their studies. Few parents come to the
Light House with a request to allow their children to join the tuitions. Some children had
no habit of eating cooked
food before, however now
there is increase in their
appetite. The women come
anytime in the day if they
have any urgent prayer
requests and they always
smile whenever we see
them standing across the
road.
- Ps.Pradip Bajracharya
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The “House of Hope”
provides shelter and care to
orphans and disadvantaged
children under the aegis of
“Harbour Society” which is a
registered trust and the
community service arm of
PFCC. Ps. Sudhir Salve and I
are the “house parents” and
are responsible for the care and overall development of the children. There
are 15 children being taken care of in the house. They attend a regular school.
Some of the children go to school in the morning, and others in the afternoon.
Apart from the regular schooling the children are given extra coaching so that
they could take part in competitive exams to win government scholarships. They
also have a Hindi „pandit‟ or scholar to coach them that language.

HOPE
“Hope” is the thing with feathers That perches in the soul And sings the tune without the words And never stops - at all And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard And sore must be the storm That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm I’ve heard it in the chillest land And on the strangest Sea Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.
- Emily Dickinson
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There are volunteers from the church who
conduct guitar lessons for the children. Ps. Sudhir
gives classes in moral and value education. We also
conduct lessons in the fine arts and cooking. The
children are sent for Summer Camps so that they
could get to interact with other children.
The children are doing well academically. Aarthi
Shinde got a distinction in the 12th Std. Board
Exam. Ruchika is now in her 3rd year in college
and doing well. Two of the boys after vocational
training will be joining the LG Company in Shirur.
So far eight children have graduated from this
home and are employed and self-reliant.

We plan to take care of more children, set up a library and have sports
equipment installed in our premises. We thank God for His grace which enable
us to do this work and the PFCC church members for their support and
prayers.
- Nirmala Salvi
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My husband Alex Behanan, son
Joel and daughter Joanna and I
are part of Aundh Connections
(Cell). I was born and brought up
in Jabalpur (MP).
My parents are
members of the Syrian Mar Thoma
Church, and I grew up in that tradition.
While I was an under graduate I made a
commitment to follow Jesus Christ at the
National EGF Conference, Nov 1993 in
Jabalpur. My parents did not understand
what this meant vis-à-vis my Christian
faith and at first were skeptical about it.
Fellowship at the Evangelical Union and
bible studies helped me to grow spiritually.
My parents were worried about my
marriage as I insisted on getting married
to a person committed to following Jesus
too. I held onto the promise of the LORD
that that He would never leave me or
forsake me. I believed that He would lead
me to the right person in His time. He
kept His promise. Alex was a member of
the EU in Pune. We got
connected
through the EGF members and
got married in November 1997.

difficult for me I greatly valued the time
of worship and Ministry of the Word
during the Service and was committed to
being there.
When Alex‟s weekly off
changed to Sunday we were able to a
attend church as a family, and used a
two-wheeler to commute. God blessed us
with a car the same year Joanna was born
- this made our commuting easier and
safe. When Joel was 8 years old he had
encounter with Jesus and received Christ
in his life. He obeyed the Lord in the
waters of baptism when he was 16.

After marriage we had to attend Syrian
Orthodox Church as my in-laws were part
of that church. The belief system was very
different and difficult of us to follow. The
Lord in His time led us to the Poona Faith
Community church. There was great
opposition from our relatives against this
move. We had to face many problems but
God gave us the courage and strength to
endure it.

I praise God for His faithfulness in our
lives. He took us one step at a time and
taught us, corrected us and built us beautifully for His glory. When we look back
into our past and the state we are in today
we know we have experienced God‟s
faithfulness. Our prayer is that we remain
humble and faithful to our Amazing God.
Ancy Alex

Alex was working for a private Company
which had its weekly off on Thursdays.
He was unable to attend church. I used to
travel alone with our 6 month old son Joel
from Aundh in a Hadapsar PMT bus to
church regularly every Sunday for the
Service. I also taught in the Sunday
School. Though the commute was very
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NEWS
from
our branch Church
Sonali Murdeshwar a resident of Nasik had complained
of lower abdominal pain. She underwent a sonography after consulting with her Physician on 9th September 2015. It revealed a
4 cm x 3.7 cm sized rounded lesion in her right ovary.
Pastor Suhas Bhalerao of Restoration and Revival Ministry
(branch of Poona Faith Community Church in Wanworie, Pune)
had a prophetic word for her at a meeting she attended concerning the healing of her. He
then prayed for her. Subsequently when a sonography was done no significant
abnormalities were observed. The tumor had disappeared! Praise the LORD!
Here are the reports:
BEFORE

AFTER

- Ps. Suhas Bhalerao & Kavita
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The Poona Faith Community Church

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 9595262841

WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

www.pfccindia.org

OUR VISION
“Connecting people to God through Gospel proclamation & making
them disciples of Christ.”
&

“Connecting people to one-another into loving communities of true
worshippers across India and beyond.”
This Bulletin is for Private Circulation Only
For queries contact: Shalini +91-7030456560 or Jose +91-9960275221
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