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Challenges to Building a Community 

A few Sunday's ago I spoke about the 

Biblical concept of a  Christian    

community.  Let me highlight some 

of the key points before I share some 

of the challenges we face in building 

such a community.   

The Greek term for community is 'OIKOS'.  Oikos means a group of 

people who share a common belief and possess similar characteris-

tics, concern and commitment.  Ep. 2.19 says that those who believe 

and accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord are 'Members of God's 

household'.  Gal. 6.10 calls such a community a 'House of faith'.  Trin-

ity presents the perfect example of community.  Father, Son and the 

Holy Spirit submit and affirm one another although they are co-

eternal and co-equal in all respects.  

When Jesus chose the Twelve, His first priority was that they may be 

with Him (Mk.3.14).  This was to cultivate a sense of                   

community.  And only thereafter He would send them out to preach, 

heal diseases and exercise authority over the evil spirits (v.15).  A 

life lived in isolation is in danger of being a prey to the enemy of our 

soul. 
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- Continued  

 

It is important to note that the two central tenants of the    

Christian Faith- Baptism and the Lord's Supper are keenly affirm-

ing the sense of community.  Baptism is into the body of 

Christ.  The body here refers to the church or God's house-

hold.   The Lord's Supper symbolises Christ's body and blood 

shared among the community of believers.  They are not private 

acts performed alone but public acts confessing our life in the   

community that Christ presides over. 

                                               The Challenges  

Defeating Satan was an extremely 

tough assignment for Jesus.  But that 

was an act He performed in Calvary 

once and for all time.  However, even 

tougher was the assignment of building 

a community with the children of 

Adam.  Building a community is a    

continuous process from the inception 

of the church and continuing even       

today. There are many challenges to 

building a Christian community 

(According to the World Christian    Encyclopaedia (1982) there 

are about 21,000 Christian denominations world wide.  But the 

2001 edition reported that there are more than 33,000!  A huge 

inflation by any standard!).   

What are the causes of division?  There are many.  But the scope 

of this article will permit me to mention only a few.  One of 

these is the superiority or the inferiority complex believers     

suffer in community.  Paul refers to this indirectly in 1Cor.12 

when the foot says "Because I am not a hand, I don't belong to 

the body" and the eye says to the hand, "I don't need you" (these 

are statements of inferiority and superiority complex)- 

vs.15&21.   

Challenges to building a community 
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Such attitudes can either breed inertia or contempt in the efficient 

functioning within the body of Christ.  The antidote for these destruc-

tive tendenciest are stated by Paul, "Love must be sincere...be        

devoted to each other...honour one another above yourself...live in    

harmony with one another... do not be proud...be willing to associate 

with people of low position...and not to be conceited ( Rom. 12.9-16). 

The second enemy of community is selfish ambition and puffed up self 

importance.  Judas suffered from selfish ambition when as treasurer, 

he stole from the community purse and his unbridled greed led him to 

betray his Master for 30 pieces of silver.  Peter suffered from vain   

conceit when looking at the disciples he told the Lord that even if all 

of them fall away he will stand up and fight for Him (Mtt.26.33&35).  A 

few hrs later he denies his Master with the profane language of a     

fisherman!  
 

- Continued  

Challenges to building a community 

Or AT? 
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A third quality in general terms is an uncultivated or a untransformed 

mindset or character that leads to disunity.  Such folks have the       

attitude, 'My way or the highway' or 'I do it my way' or ' Take it or leave 

it'.  They are rude or crude and relentless in their pursuit of self        

justification.  They are unforgiving, gossipy, jealous, super sensitive 

and suspicious.   They are people who profess to  believe in Christ but 

refuse to submit to the Lordship of Christ and hence to the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  As Paul says having a form of religion but denying its 

power.  

A believer can belong to only one or the other camp- either one is a 

builder of unity or a destroyer and there is nothing in between.  The 

Bible carries a stern warning for those who cause division in the body of 

Christ.  "Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second 

time.  After that, have nothing to do with them" Titus 3:10.   

May the Lord enable each of us to function as a wise builder of unity so 

that we can advance the Kingdom of God in our generation and lay a 

good foundation for the next.                                  - Ps. Raju Thomas 

*Not all are here in this picture…….  

Poona Faith Community * 

Challenges to building a community 
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- Continued  

Right from the moment we walk into the kindergarten 

classroom and recognize kindred spirits, friendships are 

treasured and built. Throughout our lives we appreci-

ate and love those who allow us to ―be ourselves‖. It 

does not matter if we are introverts or extroverts, 

whether we are socially awkward or born with a gift 

that helps us mingle with ease – something in our souls 

thirsts for meaningful, deep and authentic relation-

ships. All of us have a God-given desire for community. 

However it is the tendency to use other people to meet 

our own needs first, that makes us self-focused, and in pursuit of our own inter-

ests! There are times we avoid people who bother us or we have said things that 

people want to hear in order to avoid offending them.   

The word ―gospel‖ literally means ―good news‖! One of the paradoxes of this 

message is that before it can be good news, it starts with the bad news – we are 

sinful, broken people! We are rebels against a good God, We are mired in lies 

and look to things other than God to give us an identity and status. We cannot 

free ourselves and no good works can make up for our sins.  But God, in His 

mercy sent us Jesus who took our place, paid the penalty and redeemed us from 

sin and all its effects. What does Jesus redeem us for? – A life that reflects God 

and images his goodness to the world. He restores our capacity for commu-

nity.....NOT a community of people who act and look like us but a community 

made up of people from every tribe, and tongue and nation on earth {Rev 7:9}. 

God has created us for community and Jesus has redeemed us for      Commu-

nity. In doing so, He has made us into His very own body {1 Cor 12:27} that is 

able to love, live, and make known his ―good news‖ to our friends and 

neighbours. 

But hang on......One could very well turn around and say ―If Jesus has re-

deemed us for community, then why are relationships still fraught with broken-

ness even among Christians?‖ This is because even though Jesus has delivered 

US from the rule and penalty of sin, he has not yet eradicated sin from the 

world and thus we are prone to unbelief – easily forgetting the good news of the 

gospel and falling back into lies and self-worship. IN other words, building and 

enjoying healthy community needs us to believe the gospel, to walk in obedi-

ence to God’s Word, allowing the liberating truth of the Word of God to soak 

deep into the core of our being. This work of transformation will take place in 

community. 

 

 

Created for Community 
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 Consider these verses of the Bible: ―love one another with brotherly affection, 

outdo one another in showing honour‖ (Romans 12:10) ―Comfort one another, 

love one another, live in peace‖ (2 Cor 13:11), ―do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh but through love serve one another‖ (Gal 5:13) ―Be 

kind to one another, tenderhearted forgiving one another‖ (Eph 4:32). 

Jesus called us to ―follow‖ him, to learn 

from him, to live as he lived and to love as 

he loved. The command to follow him is es-

sentially to serve, for that is what he came 

to do, even to the extent of giving his life to 

secure our salvation. Christian believers are 

portrayed in the Bible as servants of the peo-

ple of God - the church. Just as Jesus served 

people in relation to their physical needs and 

spiritual needs, even so the people of God 

are expected to serve people in areas of physical as well as spiritual need.  

The Lord’s Prayer is an expression of Christian community. We open our mouths 

to say it and we express Christian community. It begins with OUR father – we 

share a common Father in communion with all others who address our God as 

―Father‖. We pray to Him on behalf of all others in the believing community – 

we say give US each day OUR daily bread‖ We do not come as individuals each 

concerned only with our own needs but we come as ―US‖ concerned about 

―OUR‖ well being – both physical as well as spiritual. We pray ―forgive US, OUR 

sins‖ and we commit as a ―believing community‖ to forgive each other as we 

forgive....‖  

One thing that strikes us about Jesus is how he prayed in John 17. He prayed 

that all of us would be one as He and the Father are one. As children, there 

have been times when we wanted our parent’s exclusive attention. We didn’t 

want to share. Maybe that’s childish and downright selfish but that’s how it 

was... To think that Jesus enjoys intimacy with God the Father and the Holy 

Spirit and wants us to be included! Our faith in the LORD is what gives us the 

guts to face what comes our way in life…… It’s not just blind faith, It is a faith 

in the Biblical truth about God and His sovereignty! No one can put restraints on 

God as He is unlimited in power and knowledge—He does what He pleases and 

nothing can hold Him back! As long as we are doing His will, we have nothing to 

fear. Therefore if we know that a mighty God who is our constant companion 

loves us as we walk in His will, let us then with courage go forth and build a 

community!       - Patrica James 

Created for community 
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God in  His mercy has created plants and herbs with healing properties. The Bible 

mentions various herbs and their derivatives. They are—Aloes, Anise, Balsam, Bitter 

herbs which include Lettuce, Horseradish, Endive and Corriander, Cassia, Cinnamon, 

Cummin, Frankincense, Garlic, Hyssop, Mint, Mustard, Myrrh and Saffron. 

The book of Revelation speaks of the tree of life growing on either side of the river of 

the  water of life coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb. It bears 12 kinds of 

fruits, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 

of the  nations.  Rev 22:2                                                           - Jose Joseph 

 

Healing Herbs and Spices 
MEDICINE CABINET IN YOUR KITCHEN 

अजवायन के फूल 

लाल मिर्च 

सोआ 
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अजवायन की पत्ती 

तुलसी 

सौंफ के पत्तों 

िेंहदी 
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