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FaithWalk
Choose the way you should go

A Different Kind of Violence
Jesus Prescription to Radically Impact Societies

Acts Chapter 9 reports the story of Saul of Tarsus‟ conversion. When Jesus appeared to him in a
blazing light near Damascus, it was the beginning of a new journey for a man who was hell bend on
destroying a new religion known as „The Way‟. His encounter with Jesus was so cataclysmic, Saul‟s
mental landscape shifted like a tectonic plate which resulted in the two questions he asked.

His first question was: “Who are you, Lord?” That question defined his relationship with God in
a new way. The light that appeared, the voice that spoke, was none other than that of Y‟shua or
Jesus whose name he was trying to wipe out. The second question was, “What do you want me to
do, Lord?” That question defined his life‟s mission and a new perspective needed in relating to the
world of his day. These 2 questions ought to be our guiding light as well, once we commit our life
to Christ. Our faith is not a mere belief system but a vehicle that will radically impact our relationship with God and our world. Hence Jesus statement, “From the days of John the Baptist until now,
the Kingdom of Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and
forceful men lay hold of it” Matt. 11.12.
Unfortunately, most of the believers are stuck in two
levels of nominal Christianity. In the first level, „I am only
interested in my personal gain- by believing in Christ I
escape hell and receive the promise of eternal life‟. The
corollary to this is how can I live a new and improved life in the here and now? At the second level,
I am interested only in a belief system that is Biblically sound and logically acceptable- priding in
our faith but not practicing our faith! Beyond these two levels not many pursue a life that is radical
in the way Jesus intended it to be. Hence, we have a crisis at hand in carrying out the great
commission effectively and transforming societies. Jesus command that the gospel of the Kingdom
must be proclaimed to all the nations, then the end will come, is languishing due to inertia.
- Continued
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The Bible records the lives of men and women who forcefully took hold of God thereby
changing the course of their lives and the course of history. Noah built a ship in the face
of much ridicule to save his family and animals, becoming an heir to the promises of
God. Abraham, an idol worshipper from ancient Babylon, heeds the call of God to become
a conduit to bless all the families of the earth. His obedience marks him out as the federal
head of all people who will be saved through faith in Christ.
Rahab, the Jericho prostitute, chose to become part of the people of Israel rather than
die in the judgment of God. Ruth made a risky move by coming out of her homeland with
a widowed mother-in-law to become an heir to the promises of God. She becomes the
great grandmother of David, the greatest king of Israel! The two women above are prominent members of the Messianic lineage.

Nehemiah, abandoned the comfort of a Persian palace, to set out on a mission to
rebuild the broken walls of his ancestors‟ city, Jerusalem. He provided security and dignity to thousands of his countrymen who languished in misery and shame for decades. He
accomplished his task in mere 53 days despite threats to his life and his people who helped
him in the reconstruction. All these people and many more are testaments to God‟s
amazing grace as to what can be accomplished by those who forcefully take hold of God‟s
Kingdom.
In modern times, we have the examples of William Carey, a poorly educated English
cobbler who translated the Bible into scores of Indian languages. Then we have William
Wilbur Smith who brought a bill in the British parliament to abolish slavery, facing a barrage of criticism and ridicule. He saw the bill passed on his dying day resulting in the
emancipation of thousands of African slaves. Then we haven people such as Bakhtsingh
who established nearly 10,000/ churches worldwide (according to „Christianity Today‟
magazine), Pandita Ramabai who translated the Bible from the original Biblical languages
(Hebrew, Greek & Aramaic) into the Marathi language, started a printing press and an orphanage that at one time had more than 2000 children. I can go on to mention Sadhu
Sunder Singh, Ramayan Vaman Tilak, and scores of others who changed the spiritual landscape of India in the recent past. Yet, we have greater resources at our disposals today Internet, Television, Radio etc. which these men or women could not access.
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We need to recognize
that we are saved by
God‟s grace and grace
alone, and our salvation is
not an end in itself but
that we are part of a larger cause to reconcile the
world to Christ. Every
time a soul turns to Christ,
it is violence against
Satan‟s rule and advancement for the rule of God on earth. When you share a meal with
the hungry, defend the defenseless, Pray God‟s comfort into a broken heart, clean up the
garbage left by somebody else etc. you are in essence advancing the Kingdom of God.
“For Christ‟s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died and He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for Him who died for them and raised again. . .We are therefore Christ
ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us”- 2 Cor. 5.14-15, 20.
May Paul‟s words to the Corinthian Believers motivate us to act in the sphere God has
placed us. We are Christ ambassadors to advance the life & reality of God‟s Kingdom.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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EARLY CHURCH FATHERS

John of Damascus (675-749AD)
John was born in 675 AD to a distinguished
Christian family in Damascus, Syria. John
received his education from an Italian
tutor-monk, whom his father had redeemed
from a band of slaves. John too like his father
served in the Caliphate* as Chief Administrator
before becoming famous as a preacher and
writer. His numerous scholarly works bear
witness to his encyclopedic erudition.
Around the year 730 he divided his fortune
among his friends and poor and chose a
monastic life. He spent the rest of his life in
the monastery of St. Sabas, near the city of
Jerusalem. John of Damascus is a saint both
to the Eastern and Western Christian tradition.
His works give him the foremost place among
the theologians of early Eastern Church.
Though not mainly an “original thinker” he
systematized the teachings of his theological
predecessors.
His work “The Fount of Knowledge” is one of the most notable works of
Christian antiquity. He is considered the last of the great Early Church Fathers
and it would be difficult to exaggerate his influence on the Eastern Church**. He
is also esteemed in the Western Church as a forerunner to the scholastic
movement.
Damascus today

*The Umayyad Caliphate was the second of four Islamic caliphates and was founded in Arabia after the Prophet
Muhammad's death. The Umayyads ruled the Islamic world from 661 to 750 C.E. Their capital was in the city of
Damascus.
**The Great Schism of 1054 AD divided Christian Church into the Eastern (led by the patriarch of Constantinople)
and Western (led by Pope Leo IX of Rome) parts. The Eastern Church became the Greek Orthodox Church by
severing all ties with Rome and the Roman Catholic Church.
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EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
Here is a sample of his writing where he presents arguments for the existence of
God:
“What is it that gave order to things
of heaven and things of earth, and
all those things that move in the air
and in the water, or rather to what
was in existence before these, viz.,
to heaven and earth and air and the
elements of fire and water? What
was it that mingled and distributed
these? What was it that set these in
motion and keeps them in their
unceasing and unhindered course?
Was it not the Artificer of these
things, and He Who hath implanted
in everything the law whereby the
universe is carried on and directed?
Who then is the Artificer of these
things? Is it not He Who created them
and brought them into existence. For
we shall not attribute such a power
to the spontaneous. For, supposing
their coming into existence was due
to the spontaneous; what of the
power that put all in orders ? And let
us grant this, if you please. What of
that which has preserved and kept
them in harmony with the original
laws of their existence? Clearly it is
something quite distinct from the
spontaneous. And what could this be other than Deity?”
John died in 749 as a revered Father of the Church. He is sometimes called the
last of the Church Fathers by the Roman Catholic Church. John valued his Christian heritage and used his talent to give the generations to come deep insights
into the mystery of God and the Church. He was the student of the Scriptures
and a disciple in the kingdom of heaven, like a householder he brought forth
from his storeroom new gems of truth as well as old. Matthew 13:52.

- Jose Joseph
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Talegaon 25th-27th Jan 2018

CAMP TAKE AWAYS
Session1: Futility to Fullness
Do not let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould
your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God for you is
good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of
true maturity.
– Romans 12:2
In the Potter’s Hands…….
Created By God
Gen 1: 27 - So God created mankind in his own image,
Created For God
Col 1:16 - …. all things have been created through him
and for him. The primary Purpose is to have a relationship
with the Lord.
Created As God’s Masterpiece
Eph 2:10 - we are God‟s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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Session 2: ESCAPE…..
Environment : Get away from that place (e.g. Joseph)
Spend Time with God : Watch your Thought life : -Philip. 4 : 8
Claim Scripture : Learn to Memorize Bible verses – -Ps. 119: 9 &11
Accountability : Be Accountable to a mentor or a Spiritually stable friend
Pleasure & Pain: Indulging in Sin could give pleasure initially but will
bring terrible pain eventually –
-Heb 11 :24,25
Eternity : Have an eternal perspective to life –
-Mat 18:8

Session 3: God’s Mercy & Power
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not
crushed;perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not
destroyed. –2 Cor 4 : 7-9
God’s Mercy – His mercy has the power to change you & Transform you.
The Power of a Clean Conscience
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
-Phil 1: 6
Power of God at Work in You
Hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed
-2 Cor 4: 8 &9
Power of Endurance
Paul‟s life of Endurance.

Session 4: Facing the Giants (1 Sam 17)
Giants Within (from David’s Life)
Giant of In-significance
Giant of Being Misunderstood
Giant of In-adequacy
Giants on the Outside
Doesn‟t carry a sword or shield but - brings bills you cannot pay, grades you cannot make,
people you cannot please, temptations you cannot resist, past you cannot shake and a future
you cannot face.
Before you face the giant learn to face God.
Focus on the giants, you stumble
Focus on God, Giants tumble
Before you slay your giants learn to tend your sheep
David was faithful in what he was entrusted with (tending the sheep) even after anointed king.
Don‟t give God the leftovers
Before you tell your God how big your giants are tell your giants how big your God is.
„When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and
prayed before the God of heaven‟
- Nehemiah 1:4
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Uncompromising
Umpire

February 2018

8

What’s a Youth Camp without the camp fire…..
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My Glory & the Lifter of My Head

It was a dreadful day on Jan 17 , 2017. My superior* plagued me with charges one
th

after another. I went back home heavy hearted and wept bitterly but God spoke to me
to write the following verses I wrote down in my diary. To me, those verses didn‟t
make any sense until Jan 17, 2018 exactly after a year later.
Zep 3:19 "... I will give them praise and honour in every land where they have
suffered shame."
Zec 4:6 " ... „Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,‟ says the Lord Almighty."
Jer 1:8 " ... 'Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you', declares
the Lord."
Isa 63:1 " ... It is I, proclaiming victory, mighty to save.”
Isa 61:7 "Instead of your shame you will receive a double portion, and instead of
disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance. And so you will inherit a double portion
in your land, and everlasting joy will be yours."
Isa 49:26 " ... Then all mankind will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, your
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."
Two months later I was sent back from my work place
Mourning
for loving God and standing as a testimony for Him. The
supervisor framed me in many ways to take me off my
Into
job, but deep within I knew why. My dreams of taking my
Dancing
family was shattered. I returned to India with empty
hopes.
Grace Elizabeth V.
Being obedient to God was never easy but I chose to
obey no matter what came as an after effect. He told me to speak into the lives of my
students, to speak hope into the life of my coworkers as a result I felt I was punished
very harshly. I was
broken, but I decided not to question God this time. Yes, I have
cried so many nights and days without anyone knowing. I am sure God was watching it
all.
Exactly after a year, God miraculously opened the
door as He had promised. We were approved of an
immigrant GC US visa as a family against all odds. As
I stood before the Visa officer at the Mumbai
Consulate, my heart‟s only cry was, “God, my kids
have prayed with faith for this; reward their faith!”
After a gruesome 25 minutes of visa interview,
grilled with queries after queries leaving with no
human hope. God kept telling me: “Be still and know
that I‟m God.”I chose to obey and put a smile on my
face. With great reluctance the officer finally said,
“Congratulations, all of your visas approved. I froze
for a few seconds and was in tears. I thanked God
and the officer. How true is the Word of God: When
God opens a door, no man can shut it. He is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful One. AMEN!
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We,

Chris and Ruth Vaz, are Bible
translators for the Madia tribe here in
Gadchiroli. We have been serving
here since 1994. From 300 believers
in 1994 the Madia church has
numerically grown to nearly 4000,
worshipping in about 80 congregations. However spiritual growth is
greatly hindered by lack of teaching
and resources in their language. The
need for discipleship is great, and so is the need for Christian education, counselling, widow
and orphan care, literacy, media production as well as youth and children‟s ministries.
Hello from the
jungles of eastern
Maharashtra! The
time has come for
us to roll up our
sleeves and get
dirty!

With these in mind, we have bought, with the help of PFCC, a 10 acre land in Tadgaon
village which happens to be centrally located in the Madia region. We have electricity supply
and plenty of water through a well that was dug a year ago. In mid March, a group of Christian
engineers and architects will be doing a land survey which will result in a comprehensive
concept plan for the buildings that will be erected. We plan to follow this up with an effective
fund raising program, so as to start the construction as soon as possible.
However, the need for personnel for this project is very urgent! We are looking for a
couple with a heart committed to serving God in hard places to come and work with us
ENT
as administrators of the building project for the Madia Ministry Centre.
URG
Administrative work will include supervision and management of the project, purchases and accounting, and some level of public relations. Applicants need to be computer
literate, skilled in English correspondence, fluent in Hindi if not Marathi, college graduate.
They will be employees of the Harbour society and they should commit for at least three
years from the start of the construction work. Currently, no one among the local believers can
fill this role, due to their lack of training and educational qualifications. However, we could
identify Madia believers who can be support
staff to the administrator.
Though we are occupied with translation
work, we live here and so are able to provide
help and guidance to the administrator.
There are also a group of Madia believers
committed to being volunteers for this project
who would help support this work.
So dear PFCC friends, we request earnest
prayer that the Lord of the Harvest will
send out a couple, and we are hoping it
would be from among you.
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WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

MONTH

MARCH

APRIL

DATE(S)

TIME

EVENT @ LOCATION*

10

7am-7pm

MARATHON PRAYER @ LIBRARY

11

1:15pm

EDC MEETING @ LIBRARY

17

9:30am-4pm

EDC TRAINING @ LIBRARY

18

1:30pm

EAGLE'S MEETING @ Bro. VINAYAK'S HOME

25

9am

BAPTISM @ BAPTISTERY

30

6:30pm

GOOD FRIDAY

1

10:30am

RESURRECTION SUNDAY

7

5:30pm

30th ANNIVERSARY EVANGELISTIC CONCERT

8

10:30am

30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
COMBINED SERVICE - ENGLISH,HINDI NEPALI

MAY

3—6

9am-12:30-pm

HINDI VBS

13

10:30am

MOTHER'S DAY

21—26 9am-12:30pm

ENGLISH VBS
*LOCATION IS AT HARBOUR HOUSE
AUDITORIUM UNLESS MENTIONED OTHERWISE

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India

www.pfccindia.org

The Poona Faith Community Church
“Connecting people to God through Gospel proclamation & making them disciples of Christ.”
&
“Connecting people to one-another into loving communities of true worshippers across India
and beyond.”

This Bulletin is for Private Circulation Only
For queries contact: Shalini +91-8007288811 or Jose +91-9960275221
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