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THE PROBLEM OF HEARING

Our Desperate Desire to be Heard But Unwillingness to Hear!
According to Aristotle, the visible ears are not the organs by which we
hear and perceive, but the soul's instrument to hear is situated in the
heart and connected with the ear. There is an element of truth to
it. Ears can only pick up the sound waves, but the perception or
interpretation of meaning happens in the soul (what the Bible
sometimes calls the heart).
Dr. Eban Alexander, a Harvard neuro-physician,
who was declared brain dead due to a deadly viral
infection, experienced what could be termed an
out of body experience in which he was taken up to
heaven. In heaven, he could remember every
detail of his earthly life although his medical record
indicated that he was brain dead. Hence, the man
who was once an agnostic came to believe that
ultimately the soul is the final frontier of all our
memories and not the brain! That realization is
very much in keeping with the Biblical truth.
Regardless of what we believe about the soul or the brain in regards to
hearing and memory, one thing is certain, we all want to be heard or
listened to and we also expect an appropriate response. British Parliamentarians shout "hear, hear. . ." and their Indian counterparts,
"Suno, Suno. . ." Wives tell their husbands, "Are you hearing what I
am saying?". Parents tell their children "You
better listen to what I
am saying". The boss at work tells his subordinate, "You better listen
and do what I am telling you or
else!".
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THE PROBLEM OF HEARING
The Bible has plenty of examples of people praying or crying out to
God with the hope that God will hear them. David says in Ps. 4.1,
"Answer me when I call to you , O my righteous God. Give me relief
from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer". Job in great
anguish says: "Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my
defence - let the Almighty answer me..." (31.35). Solomon at the dedication of the Temple prayed,
“Hear the supplication of your
servant and of your people
Israel when they pray toward
this place. Hear from heaven,
your dwelling place, and
when you hear, forgive”
- 2 Kings 8:30.
God also says something
similar in deep anguish and disappointment- “Listen, O heavens, and
hear O earth; for the Lord speaks, 'Sons I have reared and brought up,
but they have revolted against Me. An ox knows its owner, and a
donkey its master's manger, but Israel does not know, My people do
not understand’ ” - Is. 1:2-3.
God summons the heavens and the earth to listen to Him because His
people have stopped listening. What a tragedy when even the Creator
cannot find listening ears! Jesus said, "Consider carefully what you
hear" - Mk.4.24. God tells Peter, James and John at the mount of
Transfiguration, "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to Him"
- Mk.9.7. Listening is more than hearing. Hearing is merely a
mechanical process. But listening involves the soul where perceptions
are formed. It is hearing with the intent to obey.
Jesus' experience with people were no different. That is why He would
often say, “He who has an ear to hear, let him hear”. Virtually all
have ears. But few hear to listen. Only those who have the desire to
obey will listen. Others pretend and act as if they have never
heard. Hearing and listening have consequences!
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THE PROBLEM OF HEARING
Jesus said, "As for the person who
hears my words but does not keep
them, I do not judge him. . .but the
very words that I spoke will condemn
him at the last day” - Jn 12.4748.
God says through Isaiah the
prophet, "Give ear and come to me;
hear me, that your soul may
live" (55.3). Jesus says to the church
in Laodicea, " Here I am! I stand at
the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will
come in and eat with him, and he with me" - Rev.3.20. That is
why James says, "Let everyone be quick to listen..(1.19).
What about you and me? Daily we hear news,
gossips, information etc. Do we treat hearing
God the same way? What about instructions,
teachings or messages we hear from God's
Word?
Are we attentive?
Hearing is
consequential! Let us pay attention to how
we hear and respond with an obedient heart.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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SEATED (LEFT TO RIGHT) JERRIN, PAUL, PHEOBE, MONISHA, ANEE
STANDING ( RIGHT TO LEFT ) JOSEPH, REJOICE, REBECCA, ANKUR,
ROBIN SEBASTIAN, AJEET, RAJESH, NIKIL, ARVIND
* Sorry that not al
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ESHA, JESSICA, SMRUTI, RONAK
SHARENA, RUFUS, ROBIN WILSON, DR. V.V.THOMAS,

ll who attended are in this picture. Thanks to Jerrin and all who contributed pictures.
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Rejoice evermore!

Dr. V.V. Thomas
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By the grace and love of God and our yearning for fellowship an
opportunity was presented to us to attend a three day camp in Nasrapur.
We were renewed in ways which can be truly summed by Psalm 34:8 :
“O, Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes
refuge in him”
This became the leading theme of our sessions.
The sessions were initiated by our speaker Dr.V.V.Thomas, who enriched
us with the Word, and summed it up with thought provoking one-liners.
Every session of teaching brought a renewed revelation that reinforced our
faith, guiding us to the next level. We all can attest that the presence of
the Holy Spirit amongst us was perceptible.
God expects us to live in the 'present' with Him.
Step into the unknown, which provokes us
difference between faith and reason alone.

to

ponder

on the

Some points:
Faith looks ahead
It never looks down
Faith is reasonable, yet not everything can be explained by reason
Faith in God’s only Son provides eternal life: John 3:16
Be fruitful where you are planted (2 Cor 2:12)
"Knowing the Word and Living the Word."
Remain in the Word by faith to see the fruit manifest.
John 15:5 - If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
We are God’s next line of harbingers of Christ. This was never more clear
than when Appa Ranjhane whom we lovingly refer to as “Kulfi Uncle”
initially recounted his plight to us on Friday afternoon to one of the members of our camp. In his story, he spoke to us about the affliction of his
daughter. He saw something in us that caused him to
approach and lay
his request of prayer for his family, which we duly obliged on the last day
by first praying for him at the campsite and later visiting his home.
- Contributed by Robin Sebastian and Monisha Misra
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WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 9595262841

www.pfccindia.org

OUR VISION
Loving God in a visible, tangible manner by sharing the Gospel of
Christ with people in our community and beyond and form them into
communities of true worshippers
For queries contact: Shalini +91-7030456560 or Jose +91-9960275221
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