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TIME
How to Wisely Cash in on a 'Gift' That Holds Undreamt Possibilities

Ecclesiastes says that there is a 'Time' for everything and a
'Season' for every activity under heaven (3.1).
What is Time? The new American Heritage Dictionary defines
Time as "As a non-spatial continuum in which events occur in
apparently irreversible succession from the past to the present
to the future". In short, time does not occupy space; it is
continuous and lastly it is irreversible!
God and Time
The beginning of 'Time' seems to be at the point of creation- "
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth"Gen.1.1. Beginning refers to time. Before that it was eternity,
something beyond the grasp of time.

The meaning of Ecclesiastes 3.1 is that all
things below heaven, particularly the earth, is
under the domain of time and but not heaven
itself. this present sin ravaged world.
- Continued ->
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TIME
In a sense, He marks the calendar to accomplish His purpose in our
world. Follow with me some of the Scriptures that refer to time.









Gen. 1.14- Let there be light in the expanse of the sky to separate the
day from the night, and let them serve to mark SEASONS and DAYS and
YEARS.
Gen 1.31- God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. And
there was EVENING and there was MORNING the SIXTH DAY.
Gen.2.3- And God blessed the SEVENTH DAY and made it holy, because on
it He rested from all the work of creating that He had done.
Gen. 18.14- God tells Abraham- I will return to you at the appointed TIME
next year and Sarah will have a son.
Gen. 21.1-... And the Lord DID for Sarah what He had promised!
Gal. 4.4- But when the TIME had fully come, God sent His son, born of a
woman...
Eph. 1.10- ...When the TIMES will have reached their fulfillment- to bring
all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

Mankind and Time
Returning to Ecclesiastes, 'There is a TIME for everything under the heavens'. The
above Scripture reveals the following. The heavens and the earth were created with in
a stipulated time and only after that God rested. Abraham and Sarah were blessed with
a son according to a time table fixed by God. The Bible also tells us that there is an
appointed time for death and judgment- Heb.9.27. There is a time for planting and
harvesting- Gen.8.22. There is, in fact, a time for laughing and mourning - Ps. 2.4/
Mtt.9.15.
Time...we are bound by time, accountable to the time allotted to us, and rewarded or
punished for how we used our time. Hence, Christ's admonition -" Who then is the
faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his
household to give them their food at the proper TIME? It will be good for that servant
whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him
in charge of all his possessions- Mt. 24.45-47. Promotion and prosperity are not
accidental but obedience to good stewardship of Time!
The parable of the ten virgins is a terrifying reminder of missed opportunities. They were all
virgins. They all went out to greet the bridegroom. They all carried their lamps. But only five
virgins could enter the wedding banquet because the other five were careless with Time and
opportunity..They didn't carry enough oil. Time didn't wait for them.
Neither did the
bridegroom. His response to their knocking was, "I tell you the truth, I don't know
- Continued ->
you". Hence, they were called foolish virgins!
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TIME
Jesus' lamentation over the people of Jerusalem also
concerned time. They didn't recognize the time of
His visitation. They dismissed Him as a misguided and
dangerous radical to be gotten rid off. Hence their
terrible judgment. In contrast I Chronicles 12.32
speaks about the sons of Issachar- They understood
the 'TIMES' and what Israel should do! In other words,
these men were keen students of history and
prophesy. Hence, they could articulate God's purpose
for the 'NOW' moment. What about us? Do we
possess the understanding for the TIMES in which we
live? Here are some baby steps we can take before
taking giant strides into our God ordained future.
A Time Honouring Life: 7 Baby Steps
1. Fulfill the promises you make... on time
2. Pay your bills, wages and tithe ... on time
3. Keep your appointments including church or any other meetings... On time
4. Honour your parents, spouse, children or any other significant relationships by
doing what is expected of you... on time.
5. Write that letter, do that home work or that house chores ... on time
6. Mend any broken relationship by doing what the Scriptures say you should... On
time
7. Read your Bible, pray, worship, witness, fellowship, serve and give ... on time!
These may be baby steps or to some folks giant steps, but they lead to a satisfying
life, leaving you with no regret. TIME...manage it well, it will manage your affairs and take you to places that you only could dream!
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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THE DIVINE PRESENT
he concept of time has been speculated over for
centuries from the ancient Egyptians like Ptahhotep
in the second millennium BC and philosophers like
Plato and Aristotle to Leibniz, Newton and Kant. Time
was believed to be independent of motion flowing at a
fixed rate in all reference frames; however Einstein’s
Special Relativity predicted time dilation (resizing).
Experiments confirmed the slowing of atomic clocks
abroad the Space Shuttle in relation to synchronized
earth-bound inertial clocks. The duration of time is
not absolute but relative to reference frames.
In his prayer Moses speaks about the transient nature of human existence and the
immutability and permanence of God. “You turn man back into dust and say,
“Return, O children of men.” For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday
when it passes by, Or as a watch in the night…” Psalm 90:4. Isaiah the prophet
calls God the Holy One who inhabits
eternity. Isaiah 57:15. Moses and Isaiah
understood that God’s reference frame is different from ours.
However there is a connection between us and Him. The One
who is in a sense beyond is also within because we are in Him.
I could use the analogy from geometry of a point within a line
or a plane. The line passes through a point, however the rest of
the line is in a sense
beyond the point. For a point on a
plane, the plane too passes through the point and wherever it
moves it continues to be within the plane.
God is both immanent and transcendent. In a poetic work attributed to Epimenides
of Crete he speaks of our existence in the Divine. “For in You we live and move
and have our being”. This is quoted by Apostle Paul in his Athenian address on Mars
Hill in the Council of the Areopagus. Acts 17:28. Our brief existence in time is
contained in His eternity.
The hour glass in the foreground of the
adjoining diagram represents our time. The
glowing infinity symbol in the background the
Eternity of God. The intersection of the two
happens at the present moment in the stem
of the hourglass.
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THE DIVINE PRESENT
Reflecting on the transient nature of human life Francis Bacon wrote:
“And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death;”
or even as a part of the night passed in sleep:
“A thousand years, with Thee they are no more
Than yesterday, which, ere it is, is spent.
Or, as a watch by night, that course doth keep,
And goes and comes, unwares to them that sleep.”
The first part of this quote is used in the soliloquy in Shakespeare’s famous
play “Macbeth”. The second part of the quote from the Psalm mentioned
earlier.
Emily Bronte calls God the ever-present
Diety. Her poem “No Coward Soul is
Mine” is worth reading and meditating
on. She too sees His immutability and
permanence:
Though earth and moon were gone
And suns and universes ceased to be
And Thou wert left alone
Every Existence would exist in Thee
There is not room for Death
Nor atom that His might could render
void
Since Thou art Being and Breath
And what Thou art may never be
destroyed.
When God declares Himself to Moses
that He is the “I AM THAT I AM” in He
shows that He is the source of all being
and time itself. Jesus declares Himself
to be ever present “I AM” in terms of
human existence when he says “Before
Abraham was born I AM” John 8:9. He is
the One who chose to dwell in our time,
so that we can be with Him in eternity.
Jesus said “Behold I AM with you until
the end of time”. Mat 28:20.
- Jose Joseph
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LIGHT HOUSE TESTIMONY
Hi! My name is Farooq (name changed). I had heard about Jesus and the stories about
the Bible many times in my life. They were nice stories about a nice man, but I thought
they were simple and boring.
When I went to the Light House I heard the same
stories and still they bored to me. However, I
couldn’t explain why things felt different there. I
saw people who had come from Nepal and other
countries simply because they cared.
I was
touched by the love they shared and felt accepted
by them. I was comfortable and happy there.
I enjoyed the fun and laughter at the Light House
and was happy that I was given the opportunity to
learn to play the guitar, but I wasn’t interested in the stories about Jesus.
I continued to attend the Mosque and followed my father’s instruction to pray to Allah
only. I would go to Super Saturday at the Light House and enjoy the music, butleave as
the teaching began. I wasn’t interested in hearing the same boring stories.
When I was studying for my standard ten exams I would pray to Allah for help in my studies, but I would feel nothing. I
continued to pray to Allah but
never were my prayers heard. It
was almost time to take my exams and I was staying up until
four o’clock in the morning to
prepare. I decided to pray to
Jesus. I can’t explain why, but I
knew my prayer had been heard.
When I passed my exams I knew it
was Jesus who helped me.
I began to read the Bible. As I
read the Scriptures I compared it to the Koran. The question that came to me as I made
the comparison of the two is, “Why should you pray to the Son? Why not just direct your
prayers to the Father?” As I continued to pray and read God’s word and seek the council
of my teacher and pastor I realized that the Son, Jesus was willing to pay the ultimate
sacrifice for my sins, His sinless life. Therefore, all authority is given to Him. Hence I
can pray to Him even as I can pray to God the Father.
My teacher asked if I wanted to accept Jesus as my personal Savior. He reminded me
that making this decision would be costly for me. I said, “I want to pay this price. I
want to have Jesus in my heart.”My younger brother and friends who made fun of me for
giving my life to Jesus are now walking with me as brothers in Christ.
Moses is my favorite persons in the Bible. I want to learn more about having the kind of
relationship with God that gives faith that would cause the waters of the Red Sea to be
parted.
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TELOMERES
-THE KEY TO AGING

We all know from the biology text from
our school days that genetic information
is contained in the chromosomes found in
the cells of our body.
When the cell divides it passes on the
genetic material to the next cell via the
chromosomes.
Telomeres are protective caps on the end
of the chromosome like plastic tips on
shoelaces. Every time a cell divides, the
telomeres get a little shorter. They act as
a built in clock. When they reach a
critically shortened length, they tell the
cell to stop dividing and the cell dies.

“Recent efforts to study what is behind accelerated aging on a
cellular level have focused on telomeres, a protective covering at
the ends of chromosomes that have been recognized as playing an
important role in aging. Telomeres get shorter as people age, and
shortened telomeres also are related to increased risk of disease
and mortality”*

**

On the matter of longevity the Bible says “The righteous flourish
like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They are
planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our
God. They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and
green, to declare that the Lord is upright; he is my rock, and there
is no unrighteousness in him. Psalm 92:12-15
David speaks about the renewal of our youth. The secret to this
is a thankful spirit from which blessings flow:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy
name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast
**
love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle's. Psalm 103:1-5
- Jose Joseph
* Taken from an article by Shirley S. Wang in the 9/4/12 WSJ issue
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