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Shine the Light
Christian witness in a dark world
Jesus’ declaration “You are the Light of the world” enjoins upon His
disciples an exemplary manner of life and conduct, very much like His own.
On seeing a man blind from birth Jesus was questioned by his
disciples
whether the man sinned or his parents - John 9:1. To attribute sin to this
man defies logic for the effect is before the cause. The cause is sin and

the effect is blindness. He could not have sinned before his birth,
could he?
To save his disciples from the tangles of
Jewish legality he responds “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned but this
happened so that the works of God might
be displayed in him” This was the clear
light of Christ’s reasoning – the manifestation of the works of God in a person
whom the world would think as useless.
Jesus then declares himself as the light of the world and attests it by
giving sight to the man. Suddenly the whole bright world – the work of
God – shines into the consciousness of the man who dwelt in deep
darkness - Isaiah 9:2. This is the work of Him who sent Him. This is the
work of Him who sends us in turn – “Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel” The gospel is the account of the life of Christ
attested with the testimony of our lives that has been transformed by
its power.
- Continued ->
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The Light of Christ shines through our attitudes, words and deeds. The
witness of the redeemed is the evidence of the redeemer. The atheist
philosopher Nietzsche said that he would be more inclined to believe in the
Redeemer if he saw a redeemed people.
How are we to shine the Light? In his letter to the Philippians he writes “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as
lights in the world, holding fast the
word of life” - Philip. 2:14.
The Macedonian church had given
generously to help the needy saints in
Judea even in the midst of their own
affliction and need - 2 Corith 9:1-5.
They gave beyond their ability and of
their own accord. They had given
City of Philippi in Macedonia
themselves to the Lord and set
themselves as an example to the other churches. The Macedonians were the
only ones to help Paul in his times of need - Philip. 4:10-19.
Those who are of the light are engaged in giving – for such is the nature of
light itself, spending itself in illuminating all things around. However, unlike
natural light which diminishes with propagation, divine light grows brighter
and brighter until the perfect day - Prov. 4:18.
Jesus said “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” - John 9:5.
While we are in the world we are to be the light of the world for “In this
world we are like Jesus” - 1 John 4:17b NIV. The world cannot see Him,
but it can see us. Jesus also said “Let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven”.
In 251 AD the Greco-Roman world was struck by a great plague. An earlier
plague which happened a century before had killed a third of its population. It was at such a time that Christian communities took in the ostracized
sick and nursed them to health in their homes. Even the Emperor Julian
who had sought to restore paganism to the Empire instructed his priests to
follow the example of the Christians.
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For decades in the last century the Soviet
system had tried to put out the light of
Christian witness. 60 million lives were
lost in the gulags of injustice where the
most sensitive and best citizens were
punished. Churches were closed and the
clergy and faithful were packed off to
these labour camps where death through starvation, extreme exhaustion and
illness was the way to freedom. The faith survived “in spite of dungeon fire
and sword” The Christian ethic found in the writings of Tolstoy and
Dostoevsky lived on in the heart of the Russian people like dying embers but
burst forth again in the remarkable life of Alexander Solzhenitsyn.
Once a die-hard Red, imprisonment made him a skeptical of the Soviet system
but he still remained critical of the Christian faith having being indoctrinated
in dialectical materialism. While in prison Solzhenitsyn was surprised,
therefore, to meet Russians who still believed in God. After undergoing urgent
surgery for cancer in February 1952, he was comforted one evening by a
Christian doctor who related his conversion from Judaism to Christianity.
The next morning Solzhenitsyn learned that the doctor was brutally murdered
for reasons unknown - most likely for his open faith. By this time, Solzhenitsyn
felt hunted by the Almighty. He recovered from cancer and embraced Christ.
"When at the end of jail, on top of everything else, I was placed with cancer,"
he recounted for biographer Joseph Pearce, "then I was fully cleansed and
came back to deep awareness of God and a deep understanding of life."
He went on to witness to decadent and materialistic West about their need to
bring God back into their lives. This is the prophetic light that shines in our
time – “If you want to change the world, who do you begin with, yourself or
others? I believe if we begin with ourselves and do the things that we need to
do and become the best person we can be, we have a much better chance of
changing the world for the better.”
- Jose Joseph
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It was great to have the Vaz family with us
while they were on working furlough!

December 2016

Page 4

It has been ten weeks since, we started
the five loaves and two fish Ministry. Until
now, we have managed to distribute 585
food packets. There is need to do more.
- Basil Pereira
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WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 9595262841

www.pfccindia.org

OUR VISION
To be a community connected to God in love
and passionate about connecting people to Christ
For queries contact: Shalini +91-7030456560 or Jose +91-9960275221
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