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ow the message of salvation rang out
through the Old Testament times is something to
contemplate this Christmas season.

The birth of Christ was not an after thought of
God. Neither was the plan for our salvation. Gen. 3.15
says that the seed of the woman (that is Christ) will crush
the serpent's head (that is Satan). This found fulfillment
when Jesus on the cross uttered the words, "it is finished",
meaning Satan is defeated and the work of redemption is
accomplished. The gospel proclamation is merely echoing
and amplifying those immortal words of life.
Ephesians 1.4 states that God has chosen us in Christ even
before the foundation of the world. Wow! Even before
the world was made, much before the creation and the
fall of man, God made plans for our redemption. Hence,
the Old Testament history is filled with stories of women
and men who through most unusual circumstances chose
to be part of God's people thereby unwittingly playing a
part in redemption history.
- Continued on the next page
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Consider Rehab, a woman of the wicked
city of Jericho whose story is told in Joshua
chapter 2. She was a prostitute. Yet she
had the audacity of hope to cast her lot
with the people of
Israel. As far as her
idolatrous nation was concerned, she
committed sedition. But she knew that her
nation was cancerous to the core with their
evil religious and social practices and God
was going to judge them. Hence, she chose
to escape the judgment of God by siding
with the people of Israel.
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Ancient ruins at present day
JERICHO

Fast forward 300 years and you have Ruth a woman of
Moab. She decides to follow her mother-inlaw Naomi to the land of Israel. Anyone with
a bit of sense would conclude that Naomi was
an 'unlucky' woman. She leaves her home
land because of famine. Disaster follows her
in the
pursuit of happiness in the new
land.
In
Moab,
she looses her husband and
Ruth and Naomi
then her older son and soon after her younger
son. She is a widow with 2 young daughters-in-law. When Naomi,
destitute and emotionally broken decides to return to Israel, Ruth
cast her lot with her! Ruth didn't have
common sense but an
uncommon sense to realize that her destiny lay with the people of
God. These 2 women forms an
unbroken link all the way to
the Messiah! All because they did the audacious thing- they
followed their heart all the way into the Kingdom of God.
What about the Syrian General Naaman, and the Persian Kings
Cyrus and Darius?
- CONTINUED
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Although they were not part of
the physical lineage of the
Messiah, they did what was
right in the sight of God thereby
claiming their spiritual heritage
along with the people of God.
Today, God continues to woo
people of different nationalities
Ancient pillars in present day Samaria
and spiritual background into his kingdom. May we follow the divine
script and bring many to the knowledge of Christ by befriending people
whom God brings into our life.
The saying, "One life to live, it shall soon be past; only that which is
done for Christ shall last" be the creed we live by as we celebrate
Christmas and enter into the New Year.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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FORGETTING THE THINGS BEHIND I
PRESS ON TO THE GOAL!

LEADING TEAM WORK

ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS
THE WATCHERS!
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GETTING THE BAIT READY?

Page 5

SHE FLIES! NOTICE THE WINGS
ON HER FEET

CHEERING AAP ?
SHE DOES’NT FIND IT APPETIZING ANYWAY

ALL ON TRACK
- CONTINUED
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Continued
on page 11
- CONTINUED
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hristmas is the time we remember how God gave us His Son. He
came to us as a feeble little baby who had no room. He grew up in a
non-descript town called Nazareth, a town in which his earthly
parents Mary and Joseph lived. A place so unlikely to produce
anything of significance, as Nathaniel one of the apostles of Jesus
said before his encounter with Him “Can any good thing come out
of Nazareth?” John 1:46.This indicates to us that the ancient Jews
did not see the place as prophetically significant. Yet this place
produced two very significant people who changed the history of the
world by their faithfulness - They fulfilled the responsibility that
was entrusted to them.
Nazareth is the place where
God ordained that His Son
Jesus would spend the 30
years of His life on earth.
The prophecy in Isaiah 11:1.
“Then a shoot will spring
from the stem of Jesse, and
a branch from his roots will
bear fruit” speaks of a
future revival of Jesse’s
Nazareth today with Mt. Tabor in the background
lineage. Jesse was the father
of King David and Jesus was born from that lineage (Matthew 1:116 and Luke 3:23-38). The word for shoot in Hebrew is netzer.
Nazareth was probably derived from this word. Nazareth became
the focal point of God’s intervention in human history on account of
a young virgin named Mary who lived there.
It is clear from the salutation that the angel Gabriel gave to Mary,
that she was the recipient of the favor of God. “Greetings, woman
richly blessed! The Lord be with you” “But she was very perplexed
at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this
was” Luke 1:28-29. What was the reason for her perplexity?
- CONTINUED
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With God’s favor comes great responsibility. Such has been the case
for all men and women of God. Moses was faithful in everything that
God commanded him. (Exodus 40:16). Yet, he was denied the
privilege of leading the community of God into the Promised Land.
This was on account of a minor infraction when he struck the rock
twice rather than speaking to it as the LORD commanded (Numbers
20:11) So, a present favor of God does not guarantee a cover for
future misdemeanors.
When we are faithful with what God gives us we give unto God and
God in turn entrusts us with greater things. However, “to whom more
is given more shall be required” Luke 12:48.
Mary moved onto the next
level of receiving from God
when she said “Behold, the
bond-slave of the Lord; may
it be done to me according
to your word”. This is the
paradigm
of
grace
graphically depicted in the
diagram alongside.
She then became the
channel for the transmission
of the
divine into the
human. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us, and we
saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of
grace and truth” John 1:14.
We can get a foothold to contemplating the Mystery of Incarnation
when we know that at the beginning of this Mystery was the
obedience of a simple Jewish girl from a non-descript town of
Nazareth.
Grace is the unmerited favor of God. There is nothing we can do nor
can ever do to earn this favor. In the paradigm of grace we begin
with the grace God grants to us as it were the capital, and through
faithfulness progress to receiving more favor from God.
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Jesus too grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.
“And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and men.” Luke 2:52.
Apostle Paul declares:
“Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is
great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen
by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the
world, was taken up in glory” 1 Timothy 3:16.
Jesus was vindicated by the Spirit because of His obedience. It was the
pattern of faithfulness Jesus learned from his mother.
The declaration that God made about Jesus “You are my Son, today I
have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be
to me a son”? was made most probably at the time he was prepared for
an external ministry having first been faithful in His own home. At His
baptism in his first public appearance “and a voice came out of the
heavens: "You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased." Mark 1:11.
Let us learn from Jesus the pattern of faithfulness so that like Apostle
Paul we can say “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”
- 2 Tim 4:8.
- Jose Joseph
Tuna fish
salad
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Grapefruit
Lowers cholestrol

Get plenty of: grilled chicken breast

It speeds metabolism
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ALPHA WEEKEND

28TH - 29TH NOVEMBER
BIBLE CENTRE, SALISBURY PARK
30TH NOVEMBE
HARBOUR HOUSE

www.facebook.com/pfccindia
Our Address:
Harbour House,
Gulmohar Park,
Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 020-32938257

Email: pfccoffice@gmail.com

For queries contact: Onithick +91-9823494800 or Jose +91-9960275221
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