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FaithWalk
Choose the way you should go

The Pleasure of Fault Finding
on't we all we all experience a

realised, how often I have judged

certain 'joy' in finding fault with others?

people similarly perhaps even more

Such feelings are

harshly.

normally accom-

panied by a sense of superiority and
smug self righteousness. The delirious
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fault finder thinks, "I am definitely better than they!".

.

A couple of years ago, I received a
message from a Christian friend
reporting of a scandal of another
Christian ministry. The concerned
ministry was disqualified from being a
member of a Christian
called

Evangelicals

organisation
for

When I read the message, there was

Financial

a 'righteous indignation' I felt towards

Accountability. They were expelled

the person who did the wrong.

from the organisation for misusing

Secondly, I felt a certain indignation

designated funds for other purposes.

at the person who sent the message

The person who sent the message
ended with a caveat

which had a 'got ya' flavour. Yet, me,

„..But, I am not

the third party in this saga, was doubly

gloating over the down fall of so and

guilty because I sort of took pleasure

so.." I was somewhat taken back by

in the expose and also at the same

that message. His comments revealed

time felt indignation at the messenger

a certain glee at the other person's

for his obvious pleasure in declaring it

misery and smugness that somehow

to the world.

he was better than
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him. Then, I
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The Pleasure of Fault Finding

Jeremiah says, " The heart is deceitful

These litany of complaints encompass

above all things and beyond cure. Who

most of David's Psalms. Thank God for

can understand it?" (17.9).

them. At least they are

Many of David's psalms are laments
of his enemies gloating over his misery. Some of his miseries were self
inflicted and some were the normal
happenings of a fallen world. Here are
a sample of his complaints.

evidence

that life can be quite challenging and a
great many of these challenges may
arise not only from our foes but even
from our friends. Ps. 41.7-8 is a classic
example of this, "All my enemies whisper together against me; they imagine
the worst for me, saying 'A vile disease

• Ps.3.1&2- "O, Lord how many are my

has beset him; he will never get up

foes! How many rise up against me!

from the place where he lies'. But

Many are saying of me, 'God will not

David's friends are not very different

deliver him."

from his foes, "Even my close friend,

• Ps.4.2- "How long, O men, will you

whom I trusted, he who shared my

turn my glory into shame?"

bread, has lifted up his heel against

• Ps.5.9- "Not a word from their mouth

me" (v9).

can be trusted; their heart is filled with
destruction. Their throat is an open

There are two important questions to

grave; with their tongue they speak

consider here. Firstly, How do I react

deceit."

when I hear about scandals affecting

• Ps.7.1&2- "O,Lord my God, I take

other people? Secondly, How do I re-

refuge in you; save and deliver me

spond when I am the recipient of other

from all who pursue me, or they will

people's accusations or slander?

tear me like a lion and rip me to pieces
with no one to rescue me."
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The Pleasure of Fault Finding
Your probable answer to the second

treated. If you want others to be un-

question might form the answer to

derstanding and empathetic, then you

the first. To phrase it in Jesus' words,

need to do the same for others -

"Do unto others as you would have

Matt. 7:12

them do unto you" and also "Love

Follow the Royal Law: Love your

your neighbour as your-

neighbour as yourself. Just as

self" (Mtt. 5:43). Love does not do

normal people don't do evil to one-

any evil to the neighbour. All are my

self, a godly person will not harm his

neighbours whom I come in contact

neighbour even when they fall short

with virtually or in reality. Hence, the

of our expectations - Matt. 5:43.

above rules applies to all I know and

The Law of Grace: Look out not

know about. Here are some Biblical

only for your own interests, but also

thoughts that should frame our

the interests of others - Philip. 2:4.

response.
Follow the Principle of Sowing &

We owe an enormous debt to
Christ. He freely forgave ALL our sins

Reaping: Whatever a man sows, he

and gave us eternal life instead of

shall reap. This means, if I sow in

eternal death. And God expects

mercy, I will reap mercy but if sow in

some repayment through our kind-

judgmental spirit, that is what I will

ness and forgiveness to other people.

reap. Remember, you reap more than

Habakkuk says, "In wrath remember

what you sow- Gal.6:7.

mercy" (3:2c). That is a good

Follow the Golden Rule: Treat
others as you would like to be

principle to live by.

- Ps. Raju Thomas

Humor
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CHURCH FATHERS SERIES

Basil of Caesarea (AD 330?-379)
asil was one of the great
Cappadocian

Fathers.

established

many

communites

and

rules still

He

monastic
formulated

followed in eastern

Orthodox Churches. He fought
against various heresies in the
early church especially Arianism
that denied the eternal nature of
the Son of God. He holds a
special place in the history of
Christian Liturgy and many of his

Basil‟s

prayers are still said in Eastern

after

Christian churches eg. “Prayer of

Sebaste. Abandoning his legal

the hours” and the “Kneeling

profession

prayer”.

devoted his life to God.

Basil was born in Caesarea
(now

Kayseri,

Turkey)

he

changed
met

radically

Eustathius

and

teaching

of
he

Although an ascetic himself

a

he opposed its excesses and

wealthy family of Basil the Elder.

urged people to works of charity.

His

He

maternal grandfather was

martyred prior to
I‟s

to

life

Constantine

conversion.

Basil

met

Gregory of Nazianzus while a
student in

established

hostels

and

hospitals as a practical outworking of his spirituality.
He served as the bishop of

Constantinople and

Caesarea from AD 370 until his

together spent six years later in

death. His treatise on On the

Athens studying rhetoric. An-

Holy Spirit shows his

other

tance of the Nicaean doctrine.

fellow student Julius

later became Roman

accep-

Emperor

Around 300 letters are part of his

from AD 361 to 363. Julian was

literary remains and show in

also a

vivid detail - his daily life and

notable philosopher and

author in Greek.
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work.

- Jose Joseph
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JALNA FOR JESUS
The mission of the Church is missions – Oswald J. Smith
he trio of Ps. Raju, Ps. Suhas
and I, went on a mission trip for
two

days

to

encourage

our

missionary Ps. Philip Mashih and
the Church in Jalna.
After passing the swanky and
highly developing city of Aurangabad, we were in for a rude shock
to see the unkempt city of Jalna
with open garbage piles around.
We dodged potholes on the road
which the recent

monsoon had

created.

exhilarating.
Ps. Raju delivered a special
message to build the faith of the
leaders, after which he and

Ps.

Suhas prayed for them and the
Jalna

team.

worship.

I

ministered

- Continued 

Soon after arrival, it was great
joy to see all the leaders sitting in a
disciplined

way

around

an

elongated table, awaiting to hear
God`s Word. Despite their limitations
sound

of

less

instruments

equipment;

their

robust and zealous worship
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JALNA MISSION
One of the leaders testified in
Church, that the last time Ps. Raju
and team visited; they had prayed
seeing that the deplorable condition
of roads in a certain area would improve. This has happened now!
Praise God!

The next day, Ps. Philip took us to
see the new land he had purchased
in a well surrounded neighbourhood.
He hopes to build his residence on
the first floor, with a prayer-hall cum
fellowship

centre below. We then

headed to the church, which was
filled to capacity with many women,
children and young folk. Their

joy-

ous faces and vibrancy in praising
God charged the place with life.
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JALNA MISSION
We visited Ps. Philip`s home to
pray specially for him and his
family. The highlight of our visit
was anointing 10 select leaders
with oil, praying for them

and

committing them to five different
places to commence a new work.

ered, healed and God touching
them at their point of need. The
young brother who drove the car
both ways and accompanied us
broke all records in reaching and
returning us to Pune ahead of

Pastor Philip and family

Many of the children queued on
the sidelines up to learn some
Sunday School action-songs I
taught. Philip`s zeal to research

time. We indeed had a foretaste
of

the Kingdom of heaven on

earth, journeying for Jesus.

- Noel Kurian

about the 300 Taluka`s in Jalna,
many which do not have a

sin-

gle Church or witness was commendable.

The

five

commis-

sioned associates of Ps. Philip
will begin a pioneering work in
these places.
During the prayer time, there
was a mighty presence of the
LORD with many getting deliv-
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Found this interesting rock with tiny
plants all over it..
Wonder if it‟ll be able to hold and nourish the plants when the sun comes out.
What is the condition of our heart?
Read The parable of the sower —
Matthew 13

What a relief it was to lie down in green
pastures after that hard trek!
Made us appreciate Psalms 23:2
much better!

We found many such cannons around
the fort….
We need to prepare our defences
against our spiritual enemy..
Read 2 Corinthians 10:4-7
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KORIGAD TREK
An overview of part of the beautiful Aamby valley..

Words of the beautiful hymn “How Great thou art” by Carl Boberg came
to life as we enjoyed God‟s handiwork around us!
“When through the woods, and forest
glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the
trees.”

When I look down, from lofty mountain
grandeur
And hear the brook, and feel the
gentle breeze”
“Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to
Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou
art !”
“Those who lead holy
lives on earth are the
noble ones who fill
me with joy”
- PSALM 16:3

- Continued 
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KORIGAD TREK

"You provided bread from heaven for
them for their hunger, You brought
forth water from a rock for them for
their thirst....”
- Nehemiah 9:15
I was reading 1 John 4:7-21.. it
talks about God's love.. As I was
meditating on it, I was reminded of
an incident that happened

during

our Korigad trek..
Aware of the need for plenty of
water, I had taken 3 bottles of
water in my backpack for the trek..
Added to that, I was carrying rain
jackets of 3 of my friends in my
backpack.. half way up the trek, I
found myself too exhausted.. to the
point where I was not able to take
another step.. while all others
moved ahead, I had to stop several
times in between.. seeing my struggle, Paul offered to carry the backpack for me.. and after resting for
about 5 minutes, I was on my feet

Without that load, I was able to
easily climb up!
So, here I struggled to carry a
mere 4kg load and climb up.. but
2000 years ago Jesus, with His
back being bruised by lashes, carried a heavy cross went up the hill
to a place called Golgotha. And on
the top, He was crucified.. offering
Himself for the sins of all mankind..
once and for all! And He did all that
— not out of

compulsion but out

of Love! This is God's love for us!
For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life
John 3:16 NKJV
Rufus Sam Prakash

again.. Only then I realised that the
backpack, with a load of about
4kgs, had been weighing me down!
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FLOOD RELIEF
We donated Rs. 70,000 to Bihar and
Nepal flood relief. Ps. Prem of Araria lost
all his computers to the flood. In case
anyone wants to donate, you may avail of
80G benefit by donating it through
Harbour Society.
- Ps. Raju Thomas

MARRIAGE SEMINAR
The Marriage Seminar was held on the 29th &
30th of July in the Harbour House Atrium. Ps.
Stanley Mehta & his wife Esme Mehta of Gateway
Ministries International, touched upon different
areas of a Married life & also the Biblical view of
Marriage in contrast to the worldly view. It was
beneficial for both Married couples as well as for
those who intend to get married soon. A total of
30 couples & 16 Singles attended the seminar. - Shalini Joseph

“THE UPPER ROOM DISCOURSE” SEMINAR
This Seminar on the Last Will and Testament of Jesus was
an in-depth look at the Gospel of John chapters 13-17 by
LT Jeyachandran (former Director RZIM ministries Asia
Pacific). It was conducted on the 19th and 20th of August
in the library. Around 41 people attended including church
leaders. Quoting from what LT shared during the seminar:
“The Trinity is the Pradigm for for Spritual Transformation”
We learned that God’s Love is the epitome of all virtue and
highest expression of holiness. “He does not depend on
his creatures to actualize His capacity for love” —for this
Love existed in the Triune Being—”three self-giving, selfeffacing persons” from eternity, who is the God whom we
worship.
- Jose Joseph
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Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 9595262841

WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

www.pfccindia.org

Volunteers
Needed
5 Loaves 2 Fish
Ministry
The Poona Faith Community Church

“Connecting people to God through Gospel proclamation & making them disciples of
Christ.”
&
“Connecting people to one-another into loving communities of true worshippers
across India and beyond.”

This Bulletin is for Private Circulation Only
For queries contact: Shalini +91-7030456560 or Jose +91-9960275221
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