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CHRISTIANS & CULTURE
Engaging the Majority Populace in the Face of Growing Intolerance

In recent times, there is a growing divide
between the Hindu majority community and
many of the minority communities of India. In
the face of such fear and suspicion, how do we
carry out the Great Commission of Jesus 'To
go into all the world to make disciples of all
peoples'? Shouldn't we exercise caution and
restrain ourselves from such activity till things
calm down a bit? Or should we fearlessly
proclaim Christ since Jesus didn't lay any
pre-condition as to when or to whom to
proclaim the gospel or should we proclaim the
gospel at all in case of opposition etc.
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The Church was birthed in an environment of
persecution. Jerusalem, where the church had
its geographical origin, was controlled by two
powers hostile to Jesus Christ- The Jewish
leadership and the Roman government. The
Jews felt that their religion was hijacked by
Jesus of Nazareth by His radical life &
message. Huge Crowds were following Him.
The Romans felt threatened by Jesus as they
thought him to be a counterweight to Caesar; a
Jewish King who is going to drive them out of
Palestine. It is in this context the Jewish and
the Roman interest coalesced into persecuting
the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ
wherever they went.
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Jesus was born into a Jewish family when the
Romans were ruling Palestine. So Jesus grew
up under the influence of two major cultures
and a plethora of minor ones. As you can
imagine, it was not easy for Jesus to not only
grow up in such a mixed environment but to
establish the ministry of God's Kingdom. He
constantly faced challenges from the Jewish
traditionalists. He was accused of blasphemy
for claiming God as His Father (Jn 5.18),
derided His miracles as the work of Beelzebub
(Matt. 10:25), ridiculed Him as a glutton and
an indulgent wine drinker (Matt. 11:19). Yet
the amazing thing is that Jesus continued the
proclamation of the Gospel (Mtt. 4. 23-24).
And large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis
(10 cities), Jerusalem and Judea and the region
across the Jordan followed Him-v.25.
Although Jesus and the Jewish traditionalists
clashed frequently, Jesus was welcomed by
ordinary Jews and Gentiles alike. They listened to His teaching with rapt attention,
marvelled at His miracles and many put their
faith in Him. Jesus did not water down His
message to avoid controversies. Neither did
He condemn sinners. He engaged them. He

rescued an adulteress woman from a lynching
mob, openly associated with a man who once
upon a time was a Roman collaborator and a
money grab. He showed compassion to a
notorious Samaritan woman whose life was
scandalized by serial divorces. He healed
lepers by touching them while His religious
counterparts recoiled in horror for such
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irreligious acts! He partied with a tax collector
and his equally 'sinful' friends. He allowed a
woman to pour expensive perfume on His
feet and wipe it with her hair! He healed the
demonized daughter of a woman from a
Greek-Syrian
background.
In a puritanical society, He engaged people
and cultures at the cost of enraging the

religious community. Jesus never allowed any
one to intimidate Him with their sanctimonious religiosity. He was Heaven's ambassador
to comfort the broken-hearted, to release the
oppressed, to open blind eyes and proclaim
the good news of God's Kingdom. In essence,
Jesus engaged with ordinary people with the
good news and good deeds of God's Kingdom while the custodians of culture and religion gritted their teeth.
It is also equally noteworthy that Jesus never
criticised the Roman occupation, or the
Roman tax, or the Jewish Temple worship, or
many of the Jewish practices. But He did raise
His voice against the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees and the Scribes when they tried to
stop Him from healing people on the Sabbath,
confronted them when they criticised Him
because His disciples ate with unwashed
hands (ritualistic rather than hygienic).
He challenged their age old, man made
traditions and asked them to obey the law of
God which is infused with mercy and
kindness.
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I believe Jesus is very much alive in our
contemporary culture when we feed the hungry,
help the orphans and widows, reach beyond our
religious borders or church walls to touch
people with acts of kindness rather than criticise
their religions and rituals. We need to discover
the true meaning of the sayings 'Love covers a
multitude of sins' (1Pet.4.8).
Today our mission field is our neighbourhood,
the workplace, the people we often meet or
perhaps chance meetings at airports, shopping
malls or sharing a taxi cab. We need to engage
them. Jesus said, 'The Son of Man came to seek
and save the lost' (Lk.19:10). Our love for the
Lord is revealed when we love one of the least.
We don't confront a monolithic giant called
'culture', rather we daily face little peoplenameless and faceless for whom Christ died.
As John Maxwell says, 'Be intentional; add value
to life'. Franklin Roosevelt said, 'we have
nothing to fear but fear itself'.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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From Ps. Sunil Das of Falka Village, Bihar
TESTIMONY
1. Meera Devi had breast cancer. She is now healed through
prayer. She needs continual prayer support.
2. The new believers in Marsonda village face many difficulties.
They are being persecuted for faith in Jesus Christ, for they think
He is a foreign god.
3. A lady had chest pain for six years. She went to many medical
doctors and even witches for a cure, but it was of no avail. She put
her faith in Jesus Christ and was healed.
4. A girl was dumb from birth. She was healed in a prayer
meeting and can speak now.
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THINGS TO PRAY FOR
1. Pray for believers in
Marsonda as they are being
persecuted for their faith.
2. A lady of a different faith has
accepted Jesus Christ.. The people
of the village want her back in the
old group. Pray for her and the
village she hails from.

3. Pray for me and my
family. Pray for my health as I
am suffering from high BP.
4. We are facing
persecution in the place we
live now. Pray for our
protection.

5. Kindly pray that I will be
able to build a decent house
for my family.

- Ps. Sunil Das
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My name is Stanly, I am from Tamil Nadu and am working for the
Indian Army. I was a nominal Christian but my mother was a devoted
Christian. I got married to Priya, who was a strong Hindu Brahmin and
also a student of Bhagavad Gita. After marriage I used to go to temples
with her but never visited any church. Many years of my life passed by.
I was posted to Pune in April 2015. My colleague, who is a part of
PFCC, offered to take me to church, which I happily agreed to. I was
greatly touched by the worship, the message, love and fellowship of the
people. I continued to attend PFCC and Aundh cell meeting. God
started to change me inwardly. I started getting closer to God. I
regularly read the Bible now. My colleague Ancy guided me in many
ways. Aundh Cell members also became a family to me.
When I went on leave to my native place, I attended church
with my mother after 13 years. Mother was overjoyed and family was surprised to see the changes in
me. I continued to pray for my wife and son of 3 years. To my great surprise, I came to know my
brother along with a few of his friends started a prayer meeting in our home in Tamil Nadu and my
son also attends it. This was an answer to prayer. My wife also has started taking interest in the
prayer and church activities.
I believe God who has started the good work in me will bring it to completion. As he has
given me a new life he will do the same to my family as He has promised in the Bible. I greatly praise
God for his mercies in my life.

- Stanly

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
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The Alpha course seeks to introduce the
basics of the Christian faith through a series of
talks and discussions. It is an opportunity to
explore the meaning of life in a group setting.
Typically the course runs for once a week over
10 weeks. Each session starts with refreshments being served followed by ice-breaker
games. A time of prayer and worship. Then a
talk which is followed by discussions in small
groups. The talk attempts to cover the basics
of the Christian Faith in a non-threatening
manner.

We at PFCC have been conducting the Alpha
course for over 5 years. It follows a format
that is suitable for the Indian audience. It has
touched many lives, especially those from
other faiths. We have seen people with
challenges in life coming being helped through
it, by giving them a new perspective and
meaning.

I would encourage all especially the youth to
attend it for as in the case of many it could be
life changing.
- Jose Joseph
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & VBS

In the above verse Paul reminds Timothy to be
steadfast in what he learnt from infancy ,
passed on by Timothy's mother and
grandmother! Timothy's reputation as a faithful
believer, caused him to become the Apostle
Paul's most trusted partner and helper. True, as

much as we know that home is the primary
source of godly instruction and training by
parents and family, the church has a supporting
role to play, in helping that effort through the
Sunday School.

Here, at PFCC, we thank God for His
faithfulness over the past years of our Sunday
school. A few years back we had formulated
the goal of our Sunday School- "To nurture
every child towards wholesome Christian
maturity, teaching them the foundations of the
Christian faith”.
We follow the CEEFI curriculum, which
targets 5 levels of the kids from 4-15 years,
helping them learn basic Christian doctrines
and principles through stories and Bible
characters. The syllabus also deals with many
struggles that children face in the present day,
both at school and home.
The purpose of the syllabus is to bring
wholesomeness and understanding of the
Christian faith through the study of Scripture.
So when the kids graduate from the senior
class they are fairly equipped to take on the
turbulence of teenage and youth.

Sunday schools were first set up in England to
provide education to working children during
the industrial revolution. Sunday was the only
day children could be taught. The English
Anglican evangelist, Robert Raike, started the
first Sunday school in 1781. Using the Bible as
a text book, he taught the children to read and
write and provide moral education. That which
started as a small effort, later, grew into a large
movement globally. The Sunday School
became an integral part of every child raised in
a Christian home.

April 2017

Page 8

SUNDAY SCHOOL & VBS

This does not absolve the responsibility of the
parents in continuing to inculcate spiritual values in
them. The child also has to make an effort to
practice what has been taught in the past years.

This has greatly challenged our kids, motivating
them to follow the sacrificial lives of these great
heroes of faith.
- Betsy Jeychandran

Therefore parents are encouraged to discuss with
Sunday afternoons what they have been taught in
the Sunday School. This will reinforce God‟s truth
in their day to day life.
We have various activities like quiz, half-yearly
exams, crafts, Christmas drama etc. to help kids in
the learning process. Every year during Christmas,
the life story dramas of various missionaries like Jim
Elliot, Amy Carmicheal, Ida Schuudder, Pandita
Ramabhai, Sadhu Sundhar Singh are dramatized.
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Christianity

in India is strongly influenced by
Western Culture. What has developed could be
called “Indian Christian sub-culture”.
Here
women enjoy relatively better status than those of
their counterparts of other religions in India. The
pursuit of the “good life” and the ever increasing
demand to “feel good” has its influence on the
messages preached on the pulpit and songs sung
during worship. “Did you enjoy the worship
today?” is a question often asked after service.
The music is set to entertain rather evoke
devotion to God. There is no difference in
appearance of a worship event and a “rock show”.
Jennifer Hudson proudly proclaims her religion
'Jesus Rocks My Soul' on a bold T-shirt as she
steps out in New York and we could soon have
Christians in India wearing the same. The media
savvy evangelists promise the Utopian world –
flashy cars and celebrity life styles when one
comes to Jesus.

culture is to extend our personal faith in Jesus‟
claim to our public life. For example through our
songs and through the stage we need to present to
the world the transcendent aspects of our faith.

I AM SOMEBODY CAUSE GOD DON’T
MAKE NO JUNK
-Ethel Waters

It is not that such a thing has never been done in
the past. The woman jazz performer Ethel Waters
is an example. She was the first African-American
to receive equal billing on Broadway and second
black woman to be nominated for Academy
Award. She touched millions of lives with her
voice and her song “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”
helped many to transcend their own pains of
loneliness. It was a song distilled from her own
life of suffering.

We are called to be salt and light in this world.
Rather than being influenced by contemporary
culture we need to be its transformers. Pluralistic
thinking excludes the divine commission for it
fosters the idea that truth can be arrived at
anyway. The absolute claim of Jesus Christ "I am
the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father, but through Me" (John 14:6) stands
as a direct contrast to this. The way to transform
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Members of the Shillong Chamber Choir

Closer home I think of Neil Nongkynrih (recipient of Padmashri Award 2015) whom I met in UK in
the early 90s while he still was a student of music at Guildhall School of Music. He came back to India
to teach piano in Shillong and also help under privileged children learn classical music - which was the
prerogative of the elite. He founded the Shillong Chamber Choir which won national and international
recognitions. They won a standing ovation on the rendition of “Hallelujah Chorus” from a mainly
non-Christian Indian audience, and won „India got Talent -II‟ in 2010. I think they won because they
raised the inner vision of the audience to heaven itself and glimpse the transcendent through music.
What we need today is a vision of redeemed culture which glorifies God. The eschatological vision of
the LORD God dwelling with humankind in the City of God illumined with His glory where the honor
and glory of the nations would be brought in. Rev 21:22-27.
- Jose Joseph

April 2017

Page 11

www.pfccindia.org

The Poona Faith Community Church
OUR VISION

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 9595262841

WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

Also check page 11

“Loving God in a visible and tangible manner by sharing the Gospel of
Christ with people in our community and beyond, and forming them
into communities of true worshippers”
This Bulletin is for Private Circulation Only
For queries contact: Shalini +91-7030456560 or Jose +91-9960275221
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