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THE BLUE PLANET
How to care for the world God created as our Home
Today we are living at a time when man is pushing with astonishing speed the
frontiers of knowledge and exploration. We are baffled by the size of the universe.
And yet we are just a tiny part of it! In spite of the enormous stride mankind is making
in discovering newer worlds, so far nothing has given us any intimation to challenge
the uniqueness of the blue planet we live in. Don't be merely impressed by the sheer
size of other planets and stars. Look at the complexity, the beauty, the variety of the
earth's landscape and the diverse creatures of different shapes, sizes and colours
that inhabit its terrain. It's breathtaking!
This is our Father's world! He created this fabulous world
for us. We must take pride in it. Celebrate its diversity.
Enjoy its bounty. And at the same time be good stewards of
its well being. Some people refer to it as Mother Earth.
Others endearingly call their land the Father Land. Earth is
neither a father nor a mother. But it is our home, an
inheritance from God the creator given to us for all eternity.
However, the earth is like an abused child or a
misappropriated treasure. Isaiah says that the earth is
polluted 24.5. Perhaps he was thinking of the pollution of sin
or prophetically picturing the current environmental
degradation resulting in global warming and erratic weather conditions. Global warming is producing torrential rain in some places while devastating drought in others.
Tornadoes, cyclones, sudden cloud bursts etc have become common place in our
days. Scientists believe that burning fossil fuel and destroying forests are resulting in
not only air pollution but the climatic changes that is ravaging the world.
We are at present experiencing one of the hottest summers ever. Perhaps the highest recorded temperature in a century. Already, Nagpur, Calcutta, Delhi etc have registered unusually high tempratures. Interior Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
and many other regions of India is facing dire water shortage. What can we do in
times such as this?
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First and foremost, it is important to develop a Biblical perspective on managing
the resources of the earth. Gen. 2.15-16 says that "The Lord God took the man
and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and take care of it". And the Lord
God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden". Notice, the command to stewardship of the earth came first and then the sanction to
enjoy its bounty. Adam was called to work it (productive and satisfying labour
rather than toil) and take good care of it. It was God's role to create the earth but
it was man's duty to manage it well so that it will be a home of beauty and
plenty. But sin has twisted stewardship and made it covetousness. Dominion
became exploitation. Hence, the misery!
Through the cross of Christ, God is reclaiming the world to Himself. In due time,
mankind will once again enjoy the bounty and beauty of the earth through the
right exercise of stewardship. One of the promises God made to us is that he is
going to make all things new. He is going to create a new Heaven and Earth the
home of righteousness (Isa.66.22 / Rev 21.1).
Mankind will exercise the right kind of dominion in the new world. Until then what
shall we do to be faithful stewards of His world which is our home?

Here are a few things we can do as God's stewards:
1. Appreciate the wonder of the world God has made for our benefit and blessing. When you eat the food, see an amazing sunset, or enjoy the fragrance of a
flower, or anything else that makes you wonder...thank Him.
2. Learn to enjoy its bounty without damaging its health and well being. For example don't burn forests or scorch the earth after harvest or burn leaves, paper
etc.
3. Don't be an indulgent consumerist but be a care giver by using resources
carefully. When you wash the dishes or water the plants or take a shower, use
water judiciously. We should likewise use electricity only if and when necessary. Switch off that fan or light that is not needed.
4. Don' throw garbage around especially non-biodegradable items such as plastics, rubber etc. As much as possible avoid buying items with heavy packaging
or that which generate excessive garbage. Carry your own bag when shopping. Separate dry and wet garbage for recycling.
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5. Eat to live and not living to eat. Consume with consideration and moderation. If you
have excess food in the fridge, give it away to the poor before it gets spoiled.
6. When possible walk, use a bicycle or carpool to save fossil fuel. This way we not
only save money, contribute less to pollution also reduce traffic congestion.
You may wonder how can these steps prevent climatic changes. It may not or may
be marginally. But at least, you can answer to God's summon about stewardship with
a clear conscience.
- Ps. Raju Thomas
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EARLY CHURCH FATHERS SERIES
John Chrysostomos 347-407AD
John Chrysostomos was born at Antioch in 347 AD.
The 4th century was the time when many heresies
abounded in Christendom. John’s father Secundus
was a high ranking officer in the Syrian army.
Secundus died while John was very young, so he was
raised by his mother Anthusa. She was a woman of
intelligence and character and ensured that John
received a good education. John attained considerable scholarship in Greek and classical literature.
He was greatly influenced by bishop Meletius who
drew him away from classical and profane studies.
John began to study the Scriptures, and after his
ordination began to preach. His rhetorical abilities
earned him the title of Chrysostomos which means
“golden mouthed”.
Chrysostomos pattern of preaching was consecutive exegesis of scripture. This
method produced famous and magnificent commentaries. They are a veritable
treasure of dogma, moral instruction and historical information of the transition
from the 4th to 5th century. Chrysostomos was an orator an exegete and a dogmatic
theologian. He was made bishop of Constatinople in 398 AD. Chrysostomos brought
in many reforms to the church. He began by
reducing the expenses of the Episcopal household
and put an end to frequent banquets. He
proceeded against those who caused scandal by
avaricious and luxurious living. The numerous
monks who wandered around aimlessly were
brought into the confines of monasteries.
He preached against extravagant living and the
vanities of women who wore ostentatious clothing.
He was applauded by the people in church for his
direct messages but some sections were offended.
Some of the ladies whom he had upset did not
hide their resentment against him to the empress Eudoxia.
Chrysostomos had once interceded with the empress on behalf of a widow who had
been deprived of her vineyard unjustly. The empress was offended because she was
the one who committed the injustice. A coolness developed between the imperial
court and the Episcopal palace.
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A clique of courtiers, with the empress leading
them along with some from ecclesiastical
ranks including some provincial bishops drew
up ridiculous accusations against Chrysostomos
and sent him into exile. However an earthquake frightened the empress and thinking it
as a sign from heaven had Chrysostomos
reinstated. However her alarm was short-lived
for when Chrysostomos showed his displeasure
at the unveiling of a silver statute of the
empress and the boisterous celebration that
accompanied it, she sent him into exile once
again.
Chrysostomos had hardly left Constatinople when a huge fire destroyed the
cathedral, the senate-house, and other buildings. The followers of the exiled
bishop were accused of the crime and prosecuted. Chrysostom himself was
taken to Cucusus a secluded and rugged place on the east frontier of
Armenia. In the summer, 407, order was given to carry him to Pithyus, a place
at the extreme boundary of the empire, near the Caucasus. One of the two
soldiers who had to lead him caused him all possible sufferings. He was forced
to make long marches, was exposed to the elements of nature. His body,
already weakened by several severe illnesses, finally broke down. In the
morning Chrysostom had asked to rest there on the account of his state of
health. In vain; he was forced to continue his march. Very soon he felt so
weak that they had to return to Comanan. Some hours later Chrysostom died.
His last words were: Doxa to theo panton eneken (Glory be to God for all things)
- Jose Joseph
BOOKS WRITTEN BY JOHN CHRYSOSTOMOS:
On Marriage and Family Life,
On Wealth and Poverty, Six Books on the Priesthood,
Homilies on Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus and
Philemon, Baptismal Instruction,
The Meaning of First Corinthians 13 ,
The Cult of the Saints,
Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles
and the Epistle to the Romans
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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness. Col. 2:6-7

Rejoice evermore!

Meditate on His Word
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WRITE TO US ::pfccoffice@gmail.com

Our Address: Harbour House,Gulmohar Park, Ghorpadi, Pune-411 001, India
Phone: 020-32938257

www.pfccindia.org

OUR VISION
To be a community connected to God in love
and passionate about connecting people to Christ
For queries contact: Onithick +91-9823494800 or Jose +91-9960275221
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